Driver

FRANK KNIGHT
T4/042600, “A” (Supply) Company, Army Service Corps
Died 31 January 1915
Aged 20
Buried Aldershot Military Cemetery

AF.1799

There have been Knights in Buckland St Mary and neighbouring parishes — Otterford, Curland — for at
least 2 centuries. His parents, James, 21, and Ellen Collier, 24, were married in the village on 9
February 1888. Frank Knight was born on 8 January 1895, probably at Buggs Moor, Buckland St Mary,
and was baptised at Buckland on 23 May.

By 1901 the family were living in a cottage at Underhill Farm, Staple Fitzpaine. His father James was
a Carter, probably at Underhill. James started school at Staple Fitzpaine, beginning at Buckland St
Mary on October 27 1902; the family were then back at Buggs Moor. He left on December 22 1908,
just before his fourteenth birthday. In 1911 both father and son were working as farm labourers, and
living at Buggs Moor. Frank was the only son, with 2 sisters, Dorcas and Lucy. His mother Ellen was
born in the Channel Islands on Alderney.

We know more than usual about Frank’s army career as his Service Records have survived (60% of
them were destroyed in the Blitz in 1942, and the remainder are charred and water-stained — known
as The Burnt Documents), and they tell a sad story.

When Frank enlisted at Exeter on January 10 1915 he was working as a butcher in Colyton, living in
the High Street. At this time enlistment was voluntary, but his Attestation form records that he was
served a Notice by Sergeant Tompsett of Colyton. He was 5’'3” — not then so unusually short.

He volunteered for the Army Service Corps (not yet ‘Royal’) as a butcher, but is noted on the
Attestation Form as ‘Driver’.

The Somerset County Gazette of February 6 1915 takes up the tale:

“Much sympathy is felt for Mr and Mrs James Knight, of this parish, in the death of their son Frank,
who volunteered as a butcher for the forces a month ago, and who was at that time in the best of
health. He contracted a cold, pneumonia supervened, and he passed away on Sunday after a very
short illness at Cambridge Hospital [Aldershot], aged 20. Deceased was of a very obliging and quiet
disposition, and was much respected.”
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His Service Record implies that his family knew nothing
of his illness before he died. His death certificate says he
died of pneumonia and heart failure. He was buried in
the Military Cemetery at Aldershot.

The Army, as was their custom, were at least merciful
enough to award him a Victory Medal and Memorial
Scroll despite the sad brevity of his service.
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In order that I may be enabled to dispose of the

The Officer in Charge of Records

plaque and scroll in commemoration of the soldier named

overleaf in accordance with the wishes of His Majesty the

INSTRUCTIONS.

‘hrl\'ing, I have to request that the requisite information

" regarding the soldier’s relatives now living may be fur-

To return, fold so that flap marked (8)
is on top, and then place flap marked (1)

inside it.

nished on the form overleaf in strict accordance with the

instructions printed thereon, - DO ey p—— VX’-

The declaration thercon shoifld be signed in your own
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handwriting and the form should be returned to me when
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certified by a Minister ov Magigrate,
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FRANK KNIGHT SERVICE RECORDS
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Officer in Charge of
Ttecords.

STATEMENT of the Names and Addresses of all the Relatives of the above-named deceased
Soldier in each of the degrees specified below that are now living.

Note.—Against those degrees of relationship in which there is no relative now living the word ¢
answers are not filled in, much correspondence and delay may be oceasioned by the neglect

‘none " is to bo inscrted, It the

NAME IN FULL
of cvery relative now living in ench

Degree of relationship
olcwm enqulml for (sce note abore).

of each surviving relative oppesite his or

ADDRESS IN FULL

her name,

Widow of the Soldier ...

Children of the Soldier and
dates of their births..,

Father of the Soldicr ...

Mother of the Boldier

Full Blood ...
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Sisters of
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DECLARATION,

1 lereby declare that tho abovo is a true and complete Statement of all the Relatives of the late Soldier now

living in the degrees enquired, for.
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officer 1/c Records,
Army Service Corps,

7W001wich.

Herewith documents of No. T/4/042600. Pte. F. Knight

Army Service Corps, who died on the 3lst January, 1915.

Aldershot. "uajor,

.

9th February, 1915. Commending "A" (Depot) Coy. A.S.C.

Commanding po

"A" Coy,A.S.C. i

Will you please foeward death report for this man in

Aldershot.

accordance with para 152 Corps Standing Orders.

t;: f‘/.//((
Woolwich Dockyard. Major” Or.Mr.

12-2-15. G for Colonel,
ifo 4.8.0. Records,
4th New Army.




officer i/c Records,
Arny service Corps,

‘Woolwich,

Herowith documonto of No. 1/4/042600. Pte. F, Ani'T

Arny Service Corps, who died on the 3lst January, 1915,

Aldershots
9th “ebruary, 1916,
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DESCRIPTIVE REPORT ON ENLISTMENT.
Applicable to all ranks. To correspond with entries on the Medical History sheef.

o Trae g 7

Apparent age //0 years_// months. Height S~ feet_ 2

Girth when fully expanded J& inches.
Range of expunsion____e&inches.

Chest measurement {

Distinctive marks

INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY RECRUIT.

Name and Address of next of kin%,% /ﬁ?&t&g//// %jft/‘ﬂ;}% 27 pr
e @1y Ml""‘f of — Itelntioxnshipi"{(u

v

VAR e

Particulars as to Marriage.

(a) Christian and Surname of Woman to whom married, and whether spinster or widow. (b) Place and date of marrisge.
(c) Present nddress. (d) Initials of Officer verifying entry.

(a) (®) (o) @)

Particulars as to Children.

Christian Names | Date and Place of Birth

STATEMENT OF THE SERVICES.

Servico not  [Service in Reservel
allowed to reckon| not allowed to | Signature of Officers

for fixing the | reckon towards | certifying correctness
rate of Pension |  G. 0. Pay ‘ol enirles.

Corpsin | M8%|  promotions, Reductions, Army

which scrved u:,:.u Casualties, &e. Rank

years | days years | days

P
Service towards limited engagement reckons from — ,_l(’______ (/{,W//,”; /

Joined at

A A6 A el )7 ,/,

A A6

Total Service forfeited as above ...

Tolal Sorvice towards Eogagement to_82/ = 4 - /.y/-f.._(a.u of dieohmge) == _years <2 3 days.
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00D, WA, 6709008, 260,000, 10714 n T ' Army Form B, 2505.

SHORT SERYICE.
(For the Duration of the War.) ‘
fo -

ATTESTATION OF
/ y /
042 0° Name ///’ﬂffy/’/( Fras Corps Ut LIV LEL LET— /; %24 A’f/

Questions to be put to the Recruit before enlistment.

What is your Name ?
‘What is your full Address?

Are you a British Subject ?

What is your Age?

What is your Trade or Calling? ... Doty

Are you Married? ...

Have you ever served in any branch of His Majesty's
Foroos, naval or military, if so, * which ?

Are you willing to be vaccinated or re-vaccinated ?
Are you willing to bo enlisted for General Service ?

Did you roceive a Notice, and do you understand its (Name.
menning, and who gave it to you? | b “1Corp

Aro }'ou willing to serve upon the following conditions provided His Majesty
should so long require your services

For the duration of the War, at the end of which you will be discharged with all

ient apeed. ployed with Hospitals, depots of Mounted Units, and as Olorks, etc,
you may be retained after the termination of hostilitics until your services can be spared, but
such retention shall in no case exceed six months.

— -
ey = vV /.
T, / [ ai /('7 / { ¢r1 el o solemuly declare that tho above smswors

made by mo to the above questions ace truo, €nd that I awm willing to fulfl the engagements made.

Lra. SIGNATURE OF RECRUIT.
( 7
FLUNRS ¢ ,//‘_ QZ'J//_// __Signature of Witness,

OATH TO BE TAKEN BY RECRUIT ON ATTESTATION.

Y /
12T { == swear by Almighty God, that I will be
faithul a0d bear true Allegiance to His Mnjesty King Goorge tho Fifth, Ilis Heirs and Buccess and that I will, as in duty bound,
honestly and faithfully defend Mnjosty, His Heirs and Successors, in Person, Crown, and dignity against all enemies, and will
obsorve and oboy all orders of Mis Majosty, His Heirs and Successors, and of the Generals and Oficers sot over me, So help me God.

OERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE OR ATTESTING OFFICER.

The Recruit above named was cautioned by mo that if ho made any false answer to any of the above questions he would be liable

to be punished as provided in the Armny Act.
he above questions were, then read to the Recruit in my presence.
I have taken care that he understands each question, and that Lis answer to cach question has boen duly entered as replied to,

and the said/Recruit has made and sigued the declaration and taken the oath before me s Exeter
on this. (225 day of £ NS | ) |

LAy Colon
+ Certificate of Approving Oficer. Comm_mm
I certify that this Attestation of the above-named Recruit is correct, aud properly filled up and that tho required forms appear

%0 havo been complied with. 1 accordingly approve, and appoint him to the} A.d
1f onlisted by special authority, Army Form B, 203 (or other authority for the enlistment) will be sttached to the original attestation.

(AMpA P gl et

.._.lg Qmm_fl- & / [Defol] ""’_'. 5

4The sigaatare of the Approviug Oficer fs 1o be afxed in tho presence of the Beoruit.
1 Here Insert the * Corps ™ for which the Recrult has boen e 3

of Justice.

DOt 101
Approving Officer.

*1f 50, the Recrult is 0 be asked the particulars of his former servics, and $0 produce, if possible, his Certificate of Discharge and Certificate of Character,
whih should be returned fo him eomspicuous)y endorsed in red ink, as follows, vis.—(Name.
Muh'ud in the d ). on ke (Date) —

-
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In Memory of

Driver

Frank Knight

T4/042600, "A" Coy., Army Service Corps who died on 31 January 1915 Age 20

Son of James and Ellen Knight, of Meanwood, Buckland St. Mary, Chard, Somerset.

Remembered with Honour
Aldershot Military Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




