Private
ROBERT STANLEY NORTH
22424, 6™ Battalion Somerset Light Infantry
Killed in Action 22 August 1916
Aged 25

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial

Robert Stanley North was born on September 2 1891, the oldest surviving son of Levi Robert and Anna
(or Hannah) Rebecca North. The North family had been small farmers and farm workers at the eastern
edge of Buckland St Mary in Dommett for many years. Anna was a widow with a young son when she
married Robert, 9 years her senior, in 1887. The North family still live today in the same area, at Lane
Farm.

Stanley went to school in Buckland St Mary from 1898, leaving in September 1905, when he was 14.
By 1911 he was working as a farm labourer, and living at Howleigh, Pitminster, boarding at the home
of George Bussell, an elderly farm labourer. When he enlisted in Taunton his address was still given
as Pitminster.

No Service Records survive for Stanley, so one has to surmise his army career, based mainly on the
War Diaries for his battalion, the 6" Battalion, Somerset Light Infantry. The North family still has a
handful of mementoes of him, one of which is a small unidentified press cutting listing the latest
names of those who had been killed; following Stanley’s name is that of Harry Yard, whose regimental
number is one short of Stanley’s, suggesting that they enlisted together. Harry was a cousin, and was
killed 2 days after Stanley. No Service Records survive for Harry either.

As young unmarried men they would have been obliged to enlist during 1916, when full conscription
was introduced, but we do not know whether they may have enlisted earlier, in 1915. Judging by what
some of their contemporaries did, | suspect that an enlistment together may mean 1915; Harry Painter
and Walter Pring for example enlisted together in May 1915. If so, they didn’t get abroad till 1916,
neither qualifying for the 1914-1915 Star for those who had served abroad before the end of the year.

The 6™ Battalion was one of the First New Army of 6 Divisions, or K1 (raised at the urging of Lord
Kitchener). They left Aldershot on May 21 1915, as part of the 43™ Infantry Brigade of the 14% Light
Division, and by May 31 were digging trenches west of Ypres. When they came out of the line on June
19, the War Diary records that 'The Battalions who were our instructors were full of praise of the
bearing and behaviour of the Kitcheners who they saw for the first time.” The Battalion was in and
out of the line during June and July, often under heavy fire, with a particularly bad spell at Hooge at
the end of July counter-attacking and attacking; a 6™ Battalion Corporal, F.W.Loxton, wrote at the
time: ‘'The whole hollow...was covered with dead bodies of K.R.R.s and R.B.s, killed in the original
retreat and subsequent counter-attacks on retreat, and the stench was awful and the outlook
appalling.’

During September and October the 6" were involved in subsidiary actions of the Battle of Loos, but at
considerable cost: 3 officers killed, 4 wounded; 26 other ranks killed and 107 wounded. The War Diary
pays tribute to the stretcher bearers: ‘The outstanding part was the conduct of the stretcher-bearers,
who worked magnificently, especially on the morning of the 25™ [of September].” At the end of



October the Battalion went into Reserve in the Poperinghe area,
in ‘heavy and continuous rain’, with no preparations made for
proper paths in the camp; ‘The whole arrangement a triumph
of misconception and lack of forethought’ the War Diary bitterly
records —and much more to the same effect.

The Battalion was again in and out of the trenches over the
winter, in the now usual wet and miserable conditions. In
February they moved further south, to the Arras area, a
relatively quiet sector. Over the next few months trench activity
increased. They were not involved in the early days of the July
1 Somme attack; their War Diary observes on June 30:
‘Bombardment still continues with intensity down south.’, but in
their area things were extraordinarily quiet.

Before the end of July the 6™Battalion were heading south, by
route march and train. On August 12 they took over front line
trenches in Delville Wood — ‘Devil’s Wood’ — by this time shelled
from leafy summer beauty into a place of horror: ‘a truly terrible
place over which to fight. ...this new line was surely the most noisome spot it was possible to be in.
The stench from the decaying dead was awful, gas fumes hung about the shell holes and clung to the
undergrowth, weird and ghostly in the semi-darkness were the gaunt long arms of the torn and blasted
trees.’ The Somerset Light Infantry 1914-1919 - Everard Wyrall.

By August 15 they were relieved, but still provided a working party of 250 to dig all night. Orders were
for a new attack by the 43™ Brigade on the 18™. The attacking Battalions were in their assembly
positions by 3am amid heavy preliminary shelling from the British, some of which fell short. Zero hour
was 2.45pm. After intense fighting the attack was largely successful, but the inevitable counter attacks
followed through the rest of the day into the night while the Somersets, and fellow Battalions, under
heavy shelling, worked to consolidate their position. They were finally relieved by 4.15am by the 9*"
Rifle Brigade; ‘The men, on arrival in rest billets, were absolutely beat’ the War Diary tells us. They
paid a heavy price: 5 officers killed, 7 wounded, 48 other ranks killed and 220 wounded and missing.

They were in rest billets till August 23; when the 43™ Brigade paraded on that day the 6™ were
complimented particularly by the Brigadier for their fine
behaviour in Delville Wood.

Stanley is recorded as killed on August 22; in fact by that
time they were out of the line, with no casualties. | believe
that on some occasions these dates are merely a best
guess, especially when the body is never found; Stanley is
recorded only on the Thiepval Memorial, along with the
other 72,000 dead of the Somme who have no known
grave.

This anguished cry is written on the back of a Memorial
card, most probably by his mother:
‘O! ye who mourn in endless pain, be comforted. Death
cannot kill. He died for England. Lives his name
emblazoned on the scroll of fame!’

Our grateful thanks to the North family for photos & information.
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BELOW — THE COURIER OCTOBER 29 1902 — STANLEY’S ENTRY AT BSM PLOUGHING MATCH
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BUCKLAND ST. MARY.
PLOUGHING MATCH AND DINNER, ,
matches, hedgi poti-
Moo vogged e gy S oo ‘;‘g’?‘.’?m,u
Amociation, were bl‘l:’ on ‘{'}l::r::y i u«:}lm
wero satisfuotory so - gl Bl
oame

brw‘rdfaﬁ-wh-olaudl:‘r
thatohin, mow-| This was & cause

nm.#bu x ok plaoe i a fold
hownnM':- cres, lont by Mr. J. Bparks,
and situated on the verge of the parish. A capital
pieco of cloyer ley was selocted for the men and &
pince of stubble for the boys  The land wes in good
order, and the work done excellont

The hedging, too, was of & high order of merit
Aﬂhm:mmiﬂw: 'l‘hnm:t.l:;‘:
large, quality was 0 good s i

ve boen. i F of the was

Ap meeti

:- shma:l flowers un‘l‘vmef.glglu. 'heh:u h:lr:

i - ition  here wax v

Pl sl o oty el
ard

The umpires wore Mossrs. N. Pomeroy (Stock-
""5’.’«'&" :hv:mbe), uu:“"f wm
loughing, hodging,

roots; and Mr. Baker (Cry . Whitestautton),
forihm'.‘ frait, snd Their IIANL

m—h&; mmm‘. of Mr,

H

h ) k
1at, £1, Warry wnthe : gnd, 15, Tow
 Dobler: e, 0 60, veed Draedy iLitde T
Farm) ; 4th, Willinn Dyke (Mr. Knight).  Neatest turm-out
~Prizen yives ", ton), Mr. Saromers
e 51, Ni ), Mr. Trott (Buckland), aud Mr. Watts
m.ﬂ)-lm Heury Coles ; Charies Tutcher ; 8ed,
samuel luubn::\i. Iu:‘l'vnﬂ. "‘wr M'?.—
Isi, Harry A i dnd, Williem Dyke : , Tom Tatcher.
Hest bye, prizs given by Mr. Hast, Charchinteed—amudl

Ileveixe. —ist, £1, Kichard (1 Dammaett) ;
20d, 160, Joha’ French Iy G ); ded, 108, Edward
Dening ; ¢th, 78 8, Walte: Prince tirahham) ; b, b,

Kotght ; O, 3404, Robert Yarde, A, Koight ook the
> 04, for the best tuel.

Mangoldy — : 4w : %d, Mr,
Mr. M lﬂ'-or—l':.m. A K“:'hil';

Hi
i
Faf
gi
i

3 Sed, Ldwar) Dening.
Vmu-cuum{ou ol vegetables—1st, E. Dening :
2nd, A. Board ; Moes—

i Jolin Clade, Goand pot; st, It
Hoopir; 20d, 3 Snd, Willium Foaler. Kigaoy
l‘::l:l Willing ; M.:. Noith, So:;.’l.A e
i Hooper | 2ad, K. Denlog ; 31, A,
i, hllinu; 204 and lc:. . .‘wnl.z':m.g
wrony —| Hooper : 2nd, A, Howed ;
:.'t... V?cubk marrows~lat, B Nowth ; 20d, K. Yarde ;
Cabbages -1si, A s Bad,
Horchings ; 3rd, W, Fowler.  #av ~1et, E
Deoing ; 20d, R Noeth ; 8od, J. Ciode.  Can'ifiowers—1at,
J. Clode , Hootor, grown toraips~it, K
Maddock ; 3rd, R. Noeth, Cuok: ey —
int, I looper; 2ud, % ded,
Tur Drvxee.

The dinner was heid i the evening at the Lamb
and Flag Inn. Mr. A TM':{’W & first-olass
menu on the table. Mr. H H. Sheplerd, of i
munster, prosident of the Associstion, was i the
cheir, ke wes supporied by the Rev. I Lunce
(vicaz), Captam J. R Paull (Nminster, Mr. W. R
J. Groenslade (Taunton), and Mr. H E Small
(Chard). A the . which bered
about 70, were Messrs. ¥ Kitchen and A Billett,
of Taumon, n:ffrnuung Meswers. Hanbury & Cotol
ing; Messrs. Wyart, I, Matthesns (Yarcombes,
N. Pomeroy (Stocklund, T Wileo (Whitestauuton,

J. Dimond. Mariin, Loovemoor. Shire, Clarke, W,
l:cuu-, 8, Doble, F. Aphin, J. Knight, Dyer, Aplin,

C-A‘!ler the loysl to-n.:hhlgui;un ':Imi?l“md lh;
TRMAN roud = an CIRY. an
Minsters og.':.l Denommniom?? He made refer
ence 1o the good work being accomplished by the
Viear, Mr. Lance. (Applause.) The toas: also om-
braced i of other > h
there might be differences amougst the denomins-
tions, Mr Shepherd mid, eversone was working for
the welfare of the people, and the Church.

The Rev. H. Laxcy, in response, suid that he waa
sorry that his curates wers not there to respoud to
the toast, as they were the roal workers, sevnz be
oouldn’t do so much in the perish now. The clorgy
were very glad to get their offorts appreciated by
the laity, they were encouragsd by the value placed
on their work by the lsity.  He thenked them. tiere-
fore. for thewr kind words of appr cistion.

Mr. Greessiany gave © The Imperal Forces ™
After referring to the splendid work of oar Army
and Valunteors in South Africa, he said he did not
think & Je Wny should zo to the Boer Conerals,
who had fought agemnst them and tried to kill as
many Eoghshmen as ther could, hofore our Rosse
vista and their wives, and all the soldiers injured or

by the war, had beou provided for. (Ap-

3)

Colonel Laxcwortey, replving, said a soldior
nover felt proyder to reply to the toast than
he did at that time  The country had fought well
and nobly, aud now the sword was shesthed in

r. (Applause |

Captam Pavil also rospondod.  He said  thot
when Volunteers warn called for ou the authresk of
the war they gave m therr namee at once. 11 Eng-
Jand was again threntonod—if oor country was in-
veded—he belioved the Volunteess would come for-
ward W0 & wan.  Thoy had proved thomselves in the
war, they had showa their wordth. thes had fought
with Regulars.

dir. SuErmrad  proposed  “ Success 1o the
Awmociation.”  He said socictios of that dnscription
were bound to do a cousiderable smount of good,

P e 8 spirit of bealthy rivairy
iy d o all tried 10 do their
best not merely becauss of the money prize. but
because of the fricndly competition it engendored,
Then another good ture abont the Association way
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CARD WRITTEN — PROBABLY - BY ANNA NORTH
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STANLEY NORTH’S VICTORY MEDAL - 4 VIEWS
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S DEATH

6™ SLI WAR DIARIES FOR PERIOD OF STANLEY’
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DELVILLE WOOD AFTER THE BATTLE

SERIES OF PICTURES OF THIEPVAL MEMORIAL TAKEN BY SARAH BADDELEY IN 2017



21

The Battles of the Somme 1916
In late 1915, the miliary leaders of the Entence discussed a

atzacks on all fronts, they aimed to wear down the Central
Powers, preventing the German and Austro-Hungarian armies

In earty
and Freach commandars agreed o1 foint offensive around
the River Somme, where ther lines et

Only a fow days later the German Army launched s own
‘offensive atVerdun. It would be one of the fiercest batdes of
the war, sting undlthe end of the year: Although che German
atack had stlled by che summer,ar fewer French divisions
‘were walable t0 fight on the Somime. and the forces of the
Bcish Empire would tako the leading role.

On 24 June 1916, Allied ardilery began a week-long.
bombardment of the German defences, firing mare than

1.5 million shelsYee che lengeh and depth of the targer area, along
with manufacturing defocts in Britsh shells, meant that many
well-constructed German dugouts remained intact and shelered
the defendars. I the early hours of 1 Juy,soldiers moved into
forward trenches, or advanced out into no-man's nd, preparing
for ‘zero-hour at 7:303m. As the bombardment lifted,the frst
wave of assaule troops — some 55,000 infantrymen — attacked

at Gommecourt, Serre, Beaumont-Hamel, Thiepval, Ovillrs and
La Bolsselle - they suffered cerrible losses for it gain

Over the following weeks, British and Empire forces continued
the road. In mid-July

they scormed the. d lne of Bazentin

support. British forces in
the French, betwsen Mametz and Montauban, but in the north —

Ridge, ig and

I Ot deteforacing weather tracnformad the bacleids

1003 moddy and vatariogged morsss. but fghtng contnued

for the Transloy Ridges the Butts de Warkencaurt, and the beigha
In Naverbar

Beore

the offensive was hafed on |8 November.

M fought hers fram every part of Ergland,lrsund, Scotand.
s Wales,and fromm scross che Briosh Empie,Including units
from Australa, Canada, India, Newlourdlind. New Zesland,
South Afica and the West Indies.

The battles of the Somme hud sigiicars mieary.policl,
ndustrial and domesic consequences for il the countries
nvolved.Every vilge, copse, farmhouse and rise was flercely
contescad; nd both sdes commicted huge quandves of
manpower snd munitions to the suruggle. An estmated
3.5 illion men fought on sl sdesand over | milln were
‘wounded or kified Precie figures are impossible to cakclatn.
Officia fgures for Beitsh Epire caxaldes numbersd some:
g or ied

Later that mondh, the high ground at Poziéres was capured,
Attacks and countar-astacks by both sides continued throughout

August.and the villages of Guilemont and Ginchy wers secured

ish Army hched.

In carly September. On

ince | Jul.

Later
and Thiepyal vas taken.

of the forces who gave their lives in

many fihs and of nene, are found around the

globe in some. 150 countries. For more information about the

The graves
Commission, our work
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The Missing of the Somme

At the Armistice of November (918, the Somma batlefiids wero
 waszaland of mod,shatzered trees and rusting wire, The final
resting places of rany thousands of Briish and Empire servicemen
. Their e
er® Unrecorded. lost or descroyed by batsie;or their remains
<oud noc be idantied and bl buried benesth 3 headstone bearing
Kiplig’s haunting inscription. Known Unto God" They are the
missing.

The Imperial (vow Commonweaith) War Graves Commission
e creaced to commemorate il hose who died whie serving
Wich forces of the Britsh Empire n the First World War: both
these buried In cameseries nd those with o knawn grave The
Thiepal Memorial s dedicated to the Missing of the Somma:.
s the argest CWGC Memork to the Missing i the worid,

Commemoratad hre aro mors than 72,000 men of Bricsh and
South Afrcan unics who died on chese barlfields bacwsn July
1915304 Hurch 1918 1nd who have 20 known grave, Oxher
Empirsforces commenorate ther Somme missing elsewhere:
Ausrala acVilles Bretonneus, Canads a Vimy il ¢ Neuve-
Chapel, Newloundlsnd x BesumontHarmel and N Zeahind memanials, cemeteries,and cemetery features ~ including the
3¢ Longueval. Stone of Remembrance found in thousnds of CWGC sites
around the world. Construciion ac Thispval began in 192,
Wich foundations dug to a depth of 30 feet. uncovering wartime
“unels and unexploded ordnance. Panels of Portand stone
#rere inscribed with che names of the missing, Each man is

The Thiepval Memorial
The memorial was designed by Sir Eduin Lutyens, ane of the
‘Commissions principal architects, Who designed several other

b'mwhummﬂrlimhmmwﬂdwuxmlmnindmnmhkdmmmmw
' fiths and of none, are. hundamundhjobe In some 150 countries. Fnrnmlnhmﬁmmu(hcmﬂ«\.wrm k #2‘

denifiod The stone sceps leadingfrom the rear of the memorial
0 the camesery were builIn the 1960x when thern were aso.
other smandments to the vl round the mamorilIn the 1950s,
204 3gain n the 1970, signficant r-facing ané ehen repicemen
f the brickwork was required as  resul of ercaion. in 2015,
3 majer conservation project bagan in advance ofthe centenary
commemorations of the Batee of the Somme i July 2016

An Anglo-French Offensive

The Thipval Memorial s alsa the batide monument for the
Anglo-Frech offensive on the Sormme in 916, marking the
forts of all the Aled servicamen who served in it High on
the memorials fagade Is inscribed, in Frunch, o the French
and British Armies, from the graceful British Empire'.

In the shadow of the memorial s Thiepval Anglo-French
Cemetary. i the finl resung pace of 300 French and
300 British Empire soldiers, brought here from across the
region.Upan the cross which faces them s the inseriptian:
&5 That the world may remember the common saesfice of two
e T T SR dead, here have been lid side by sde soldiers

Erouped by regiment and rank, then listed by surname, Above of France and of the British Empire in eternal comradeshi,

them are laurel wreaths naming significant places on the Somme
batdlefields of 1915 to March (918, i > o e
Somme, Septamber 1916

Since the completion of the memorial in 1932, the panels have been e " o
amended to add names or remave those whose remains have been G dans 1 Some, eptembes 1916

it prs de

.
For more information about this location *
2,

~
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