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Private 

WILLIAM POOK 

43047, 6TH Battalion, Dorsetshire Regiment 

Died 4 November 1918 

Aged 29 

Buried Caudry British Cemetery 

        Grave IV.H.2 

William Pook was a Devon man by birth and ancestry. Pook is an unusual name, possibly brought over 

by Dutch wool traders to the Tiverton area. It can mean an elf or goblin, but in Devon and Somerset is 

also used to describe a haycock. He was born on April 19 1889 in the country north east of Morebath, 

where his father, another William, from West Anstey, worked as a shepherd and farm worker. 

These countrymen of the turn of the 19th century had a tough life.  By 1901 William, aged 11, was 

living with a farmer at Keens, Morebath, still at school but also working as a Farm Servant. 

By 1911, now 22 (these Census ages are a bit flexible) he was married to Florence (born in Bampton, 

but living with her family in Morebath), and living at New Cottage, Cove, working as a Farm Waggoner.  

His father had also moved to Cove, and was working at Court Farm.  Cove is a small village in the Exe 

valley, between Tiverton and Bampton. The location is most beautiful, but it must have made for very 

hard farm work in an unmechanised age. 

The family was not an especially large one; William was the oldest of four, one of whom had died.  His 

younger brother George appears to have been in the Royal Field Artillery in India. 

The puzzle is why William should have moved to Buckland St Mary.  His first son - William again - was 

born at Cove in 1912; William was then working as a farm labourer. His second, Francis, was born at 

Blackwater, Buckland St Mary, in 1914.  It’s about 29 miles from Cove to Buckland St Mary; not far 

now, but a long way circa 1913.  Was he employed at a Hiring Fair?  Did he have a contact in Buckland?  

We don’t know.  Of course, viewed in the light of a brother who enlisted and went off to India, maybe 

this seems not such a huge leap.   

Having been working as a Road Contractor in 1914 when his son Francis was born, by 1917 he was 

working for Tom Lee House at Colley Farm, Buckland St Mary.  In July the Taunton Courier reports an 

appeal before the Chard Tribunal by Mr House for exemption from military service of two of his 

agricultural workers, William Pook and H. Middleton.  The appeal was adjourned, and no further 

reports of what happened next can be found.  The records of most of the Tribunals were destroyed 

after the war. The appeal obviously failed, because the next certain thing we know of William is that 

he was in the 6th Battalion the Dorset Regiment.  

 Farming at that time may have been tough, and the move from Cove to Buckland St Mary a disruption 

of the life he knew, but his call up and removal to the Western Front went beyond anything he might 

have expected from his pre-war life.     

William was probably in the Army by August or September 1917; he enlisted at Ilminster.  Allowing 

about 6 months for training, he would have been sent to France by February or March 1918, just in 

time for the German Spring Offensive.  Freed principally by the withdrawal of Russia from the war 

after the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, Germany was able to send many more troops to the Western 
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Front.  Their attack was expected, but was nonetheless devastating, pushing the Allied forces far back 

over ground so bitterly fought for during the previous years.  The Germans in the end overreached 

themselves, brought down by exhaustion, over-extended supply lines and, very importantly, the 

arrival of the Americans in force. 

 

Dorsets Regimental Badge 

This was the maelstrom into which William was thrust.  For the 6th 

Dorsets, the attack began on March 21; they were driven back and 

scattered, fighting in small units, exhausted and without food. It was 

the beginning of April before some sort of order was restored; they 

had then been in action continuously for 22 days, and their 50th 

Division had lost two thirds of its numbers. Yet the History of the 

Regiment comments on the ‘nonchalant cheerfulness of the men’ in 

the face of adversity.  At this time too the 1918 influenza epidemic 

was raging, but the 50th were not so badly affected as some. 

Gradually, the situation reversed, and the Allies were pursuing the 

Germans north and east.  With their successful advance, warfare 

became more open and free moving as they worked back across old territory, but not without heavy 

losses. 

‘For the first time since August 22nd the whole Division was out of the line.  It had been in action for 

22 days and had fought forward 19 miles.  This was the end of the first phase of the battle of Bapaume, 

in which 34,250 prisoners were taken and 270 guns.’ History of the Dorsetshire Regiment 1914-1919 

– Capt G O’Hanlon MC.  There were other hard-fought actions, culminating in the battle of Neuvilly, a 

fight across the River Selle.  They were then out of the line till November 3. 

On November 4, while the final peace negotiations were going on between Marshal Foch and German 

representatives, an attack was launched by all 3 Brigades through the Mormal Forest. Their own 18-

pounders fired short and caused 16 casualties; the day ended with overall casualties of 5 men killed 

and 42 wounded in reaching the forest, and in the fighting in the forest 7 killed and 33 wounded.  

 This was the last fighting of the 50th Brigade.  It went on a day too long for William Pook, who was, 

we think, wounded that November 4, and died later in the day - one week before the end of the war, 

and on the same day as the poet Wilfred Owen. He should have been taken to 3 Casualty Clearing 

Station, but there is no record of his name there. 

A sad little postscript: his son William had started at Buckland St Mary School in June 1917 when he 

was 5.  He left on December 2 1918, just about when news of his father’s death must have arrived.  

Florence Pook was still living in Blackwater then; one can imagine her scooping up the two boys and 

heading back to some comfort from her family in Devon.   

She re-married in 1924, but died at the age of 54 in 1936. Both boys seem to have survived WW2, but 

young William died aged 41 in 1953. 
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As well as being recorded on the Buckland St Mary War Memorial, William is also on the Memorial at 

Cove.  The motto at the base of the cross and memorial reads ‘In hoc signo vinces’ – ‘In this sign [ie 

the Cross] you will conquer’. The church in which it was housed having been de-consecrated, it now 

sits rather oddly in a corner of the Village Hall car park, a stiff climb up the hill, but well-tended and 

surrounded by the most stunning distant views over the Exe valley. 

 

 

 

 

War Memorial, Cove, near Tiverton 

 

 

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS 
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1891 CENSUS FOR FLORENCE HAWKINS, HIS WIFE 
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1891 CENSUS WILLIAM POOK 
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1901 CENSUS FOR WILLIAM POOK SENIOR 

 

1901 CENSUS FOR WILLIAM POOK 
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1911 CENSUS FOR WILLIAM POOK SENIOR 

 

1911 CENSUS FOR WILLIAM POOK 
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WILLIAM HENRY POOK  

 

FRANCIS GEORGE POOK 
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6th BATTALION DORSET REGT – WAR DIARY NOVEMBER 1918 - TRANSCRIPT 

 

NEUVILLY 1918 Nov. 1st 
Training in the morning.  Lecture by G.O.C. in the afternoon. 
Warning order received that Battalion would move to VENDIGIES on the 2nd inst. 
 
2nd 
Adjutants parade.  Operation orders received that 50th Inf. Bde. were moving to 
VENDIGIES.  Divisional Conference at INCHY FOR Commanding Officer at 12 noon. 
Battalion leaves NEUVILLY at 19.30 hours.  Arrived at VENDIGIES at 2215 hours. 
 
VENDIGIES 
3rd 
Day spent at VENDIGIES.  Operation Orders received at 1500 hours.  Battalion 
would move at 0210 hrs. on 4th inst and take up first assembly positions 
in front of POIX DU NORD. 
 
A coy. at X. 28.b.4.7. 
D coy. at X. 28.b.1.9. 
C coy. at X.28. central 
B coy. and B.H.Q. at QUARRY.X.28. d.2.3. 
 
4th 
Left VENDIGIES at 0210 hours. 
8 casualties going up from shell fire.  Arrived 1st Assembly positions 0400 hrs. 
Our barrage opened at 0530 hrs.  Ragged retaliation by enemy. 
Left for 2nd Assembly positions at 0830 hrs.  Arrived there 0930 hrs. 
(ENGLEFONTAINE-LOUVIGNIES ROAD)  Very little shelling on the way. 
Enemy on the run and 52nd Brigade had reached their objective. 
Left 2nd Assembly positions at 0945 hrs.  Reached 3rd Assembly positions 
1145 hrs.  Very little enemy shelling.  Ready to move off from final assembly 
position at 1230 hrs.  Our 18 pounders were firing short on final assembly 
positions.  At 1259 hrs the Battalion attacked with very little barrage from 
our own artillery.  When S.24.b.2.8. was reached at 1410 hrs our 
18 pounders put down a heavy barrage on our leading coys, causing a 
number of casualties.  At 1530 hrs leading coys. were held up by 
M.G. fire from S.18.d.N.E. of ROUTE DE LA FLAQUETTE also from 
LOCQUIRNOL and left flank. Attempted to advance again at dusk. 
A coy. did splendid work, advancing under heavy M.G. fire. 
C.S.M.Brett led a platoon patrol forward and captured 5 enemy 
M.G.s and killed one team.  As the Battalions on our right and left 
had not got forward and M.G. fire was still coming from the flanks 
the leading coys. were unable to continue the advance. 
 
The Battalion eventually took up positions in front of the ROUTE 
DE LA FLAQUETTE.  ‘D’ and ‘A’ coys. in front – ‘C’ coy. in support – 
‘B’ coy. in reserve with B.H.Q. 
……… 
 

WILLIAM POOK WOUNDED AND DIED NOVEMBER 4th 
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PEACE – THE ARMISTICE 
 
…........ 
ECLAIBES 
Nov 10th 
Remained at ECLAIBES.  Day spent in cleaning up.  Concert in evening. 
At 1930 hrs. warning order received that the Battalion would move about 
0800 hrs. on the 11th inst. – Operation Orders received at 2250 hrs. 
Brigade would move to BERLAIMONT starting 1020 hrs. 
 
Nov 11th 
At 0830 hrs message from Brigade stating that Armistice would commence at 
1100 hrs. Battalion paraded at 0945 hrs.  3 cheers 
given for the King.  Arrived BERLAIMENT at 1300 hrs. – Billets fair. 
 
 

 

The Courier, 20 November 1918 
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WILLIAM POOK JUNIOR - SCHOOL RECORD 

 

BUCKLAND ST MARY SCHOOL ADMISSIONS REGISTER 

 

1133 WILLIAM POOK 

 

Admitted  17/6/11 (11 June 1917) 

Father    ----- 

Address   Blackwater 

Occupation Farmer 

Birth  1912/6/8 (8 June 1912) – This matches his birth certificate 

Date of leaving 18/12/2 (2 Dec 1918) 

 

His father William Pook was killed 4 Nov 1918. 

 

The family were living at Blackwater in March 1914 when his brother Francis was born. 

William senior was working at Colley Farm in July 1917 when Tom House of Colley appealed for him 

(appeal adjourned by 4 July). 
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PHOTO (AND THOSE THAT FOLLOW) BY SARAH BADDELEY, DECEMBER 1917 
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MEMORIAL AT COVE 
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