
ELI EVERY,  Private 19119 8th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry 

    663124, 626 Labour Corps 

Eli Every was born on September 12 1896, the son of farm worker Eli Every and his wife 

Elizabeth.  His older brother Thomas also served and came through the War, and is remembered 

here. 

Eli went to school in Buckland, entering on June 17 1901, leaving on November 5 1909.  In 

the 1911 Census he’s the oldest child still living at home, but no occupation is entered for him. 

By 1915, when he enlisted, he was working for Henry Aplin at Wetherhayes Farm. 

We’re fortunate in having Eli’s Army Service Record, so are able to trace his army career in 

some detail. He attested (joined up) on May 31 1915 in Taunton when he was 19, living at Ham 

Cottage, Combe St Nicholas and working as a farm labourer. He was 5ft 4in, weight 112 lbs, 

with a chest measurement of 34 inches, with a 3 inch range of expansion. 

He was sent to France to join the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) on October 11, 1915. He 

went on leave from June 27 to July 7 1917. The 8th SLI were fighting in the Ypres area, and 

were involved in the Battle of Broodseinde on October 4. “Although officially lasting only one 

day, [it] was nevertheless an exceedingly bitter struggle, General Ludendorff stating that the 

German losses were enormous”. (The SLI 1914-1919, Everard Wyrall). The 8th too lost 3 

officers killed, 3 wounded, 27 other ranks killed, 74 wounded and 12 missing.  

 Eli was one of the wounded, with a shell wound to his right forearm causing a compound 

fracture.  He was taken to the 55th General Hospital in Boulogne on the 5th, and evacuated to 

England on October 13. By the 15th he was at the Scottish National Red Cross Hospital, 

Cardonald, Glasgow, where he remained till January 21 1918. There is a note on the bottom of 

his casualty form noting his sister as next of kin; she was living at Sittingbourne, Barnwood, 

Gloucestershire (though in fact his father Eli had been named on earlier forms). 
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He was posted (on paper, on October 15) to the 626 Labour Corps, attached to the 3rd Battalion 

of the SLI, which had served at Home and in Ireland though the War. He joined on February 

28 1918 at the Southern Command Depot, Perham Down, Andover, Hants, and was posted to 

Belfast on June 12. The sole entry on his Regimental Conduct Sheet is “Overstaying his pass 

from 10pm till 2pm 13-6-18”. He was deprived of 2 days pay.  

During his final discharge his wound was examined, assessed as ‘soundly healed’, with some 

weakness, estimated as less than 20%. He was discharged to Army Class Z, a Class set up to 

keep track of those discharged so that they could be recalled at short notice if necessary. 

By this time he was living at Venn Cottage, Teignmouth; later that year he married Daisy 

Knight, and they stayed at Venn Cottage and in the same area for the rest of their lives.  They 

had two children. This is where they were at the time of the 1939 General Register of England 

and Wales, Eli working as a Cowman.  He died in 1980, aged 84. 

 

Additional Information 

 

 

 



 

 









































 

 
 







 


