ALBERT CHARLES LANG, Private 3/7748 Somerset Light Inf
Private 2513 Devon Regiment
Private 61134 187" Co Machine Gun Corps

Albert was born in 1893 at Kennford, Devon, where his father was working at that time.
William Henry Lang, senior, was born in Winsham, and worked variously as a labourer, a
groom and then coachman and gardener, his occupation in 1901 and 1911. By 1911 the family
was living at Hillside Cottage, Buckland St Mary, probably having moved there in 1905, when
Albert and William junior started at Buckland St Mary School. William senior may perhaps
have been working for the family at the Rectory or at Buckland House.

By this time Albert, having left Buckland School in 1907, was working as a baker for Edward
Mayo at South St, Axminster; living on the premises, he baked and delivered bread.

The School Roll of Honour (naming him as Bert) puts him in the Somerset Light Infantry, with
his MRIC in that case numbering him as 3/7748, enlisting very early, on Sept 1% 1914, and
leaving through illness on January 29 1916.
The notes on his MRIC mean he was ‘no
longer fit for War Service’, through sickness,
under the King’s Regulations (KR). However,
he appears to have got around this problem and
reappears in the Devon Regiment and then the
MGC.

The 187" Company of the Machine Gun Corps
was part of the 37" Indian Brigade, joining the
14™ division in May 1916. Machine Gunners
(formed as a distinct unit in October 1915)
trained at Grantham, Lincolnshire; the 187" left Grantham in the late summer of 1916 for
Mesopotamia. The 14" Indian Division fought through from Kut to the capture of Baghdad.

i Both Albert and his brother William are listed
LANG < I in the 1918 and 1919 Absent Voters Lists,
Atbart 2 t living at Laurel Cottage in Buckland (below
the old Lamb & Flag).

Medal, Roll,
Vierory M}f//dlz?"‘/

In the 1939 Register, Albert is married to
Dora, and living at Marshwood Post Office
near Beaminster; their son Roy is probably
part of the household, though his name is
redacted. Albert’s father Henry, now a retired
Groom, is living with them, and Albert is working as a Baker, grocer and sub-postmaster, he’s
also an A.R.P.Warden.; Dora is working with her husband.

Date of entry therein

Albert died in Dorset late in 1964 aged 71.
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