ERNEST LOVE, Private 37857 Cheshire Regt
Private 34000, 57 Agr.Coy., Labour Corps

The Absent Voters’ List locates Ernest Love in Little Hill, Buckland St Mary in 1918, but no
other Loves can be found living there earlier, nor in 1911, neither does his name occur in the
School Register or its Roll of Honour. His connection with Buckland is thus elusive. The only
possible Ernest Love we found was born in Chard in 1889, part of a family that ran a motor
cycle business and a pub, in Old Town, Chard. But this was Ernest Victor Love who went, it
appears, into the RFC.

Ernest’s Medal Roll Index card is clear enough, and ties in with the information on the Absent
Voters’ list.

The 18" and 19" Btns of the Cheshire Regt were formed in the Spring of 1916; they left for
France in April and May. The Labour Corps as a separate entity was founded in early 1917,
the 18" Btn of the Cheshires became the 57" Labour Company. These companies didn’t keep
War Diaries, thus removing one possible source of additional information.

Previously the Labour Companies’ tasks had been carried out by the Pioneer Battalions —
making, moving, building, but also serving as back-up to front line troops in an emergency —
and getting killed. Soldiers tended to get moved into the Labour Corps and the Agricultural
Companies after returning from leave after being wounded or ill. They tended to be looked
down on as second class citizens, but ‘do we not bleed...?’.

The Roll listing his entitlement to the British War Medal and the Victory medal is marked “BW
& VM retd” — the medals were sent to him after the war, but, for some reason, returned. Can
he have emigrated?

With so little information about Ernest’s personal life it’s not been possible to trace those other
life-markers — birth, marriage, death.
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