THOMAS ARTHUR BOWDITCH, Driver 87297 Royal Field Artillery

Thomas was born on April 24th 1897, and baptised on May 15 at Churchstanton, the oldest
child of Arthur Albert Bowditch, a Carter at Burnworthy, and Fanny, née Ewings. By the
time he was three, in 1901, the family were living at Washernway Cottage, Dunkeswell
Abbey; his father was still working as a Carter, and his sisters Olive and Kathleen had joined
the family. In 1911 they were living at Harcombe, Lyme Regis. Thomas was at school, but
working part-time as a stable boy, and the family had expanded to 10. Fanny’s 76 year old
widowed mother Ann Ewings had joined them, and there were four more children: Linda,
Reginald, Ethel and Agnes. Reginald was 5 years old, so too young for later call up. The
1911 census return was designed to be written by the resident, but a witness writes for Albert,
who made his mark.

They were a family who were on the move a lot: Albert was born in Chardstock, and Fanny
and her mother in Devon at Morchard Bishop and Witheridge respectively. They were at a
different locations for each Census (no doubt following the work available) and before or
during WWI they came to live at Lower Colley, Buckland St Mary, possibly working for the
farmer at Colley Farm. Thomas’s parents were on the Electoral Register there in 1918 (the
Register wasn’t maintained during the War), and by 1920 he has joined them, though he isn’t
on the Absent VVoters Register of 1918 or 1919. There’s a little cluster of Bowditch children
at Buckland St Mary School by this time.

Thomas joined up early in the War, before conscription, probably in early 1915 around the
time of his 18" birthday. He was in France by August 28" 1915, so earnt the 1915 Star, but
as his Army Service Records have not survived we have no detail about which section of the
RFA he served with, or exactly where. The only information is that he was a Driver, so
riding the horses that drew the guns or other horse-drawn transport.

In 1923 he married Florence Knight, and they had one son, Albert, born in 1931. By 1939 he
was a dairy farmer at Lionel Farm, Shute. Thomas died in January 1984 at the age of 86, his
death registered in Honiton.
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