
PERCIVAL ROBERT WATTS, 61280 Private, 1st/5th Battalion  

The Queens Royal West Surrey Regiment 

 
Percival Robert Watts was the son of Tom and Sarah Watts of Buckland St Mary, and later of 

Newtown.  Care is needed here as there was also a Percy Frederick Watts, of the same age, 

whose father was a farmer in Silver Street, Dommett. Tom Watts was a Baker, assisted by his 

sons (there were two boys and a girl in the family). Their mother died early, aged 43, in 1908. 

 

Percy was born on March 29th 1894 in Buckland St Mary, and baptised there on May 20th. He 

was at Buckland School for 10 years, from 1898 to 1908, and his name is on their Roll of 

Honour.  It’s also on the Absent Voters’ Register, which makes it certain in which Regiment 

he served. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a letter the Rev Mr Lance 

wrote to Sam Pym, dated 

December 29 1916, he tells 

him that Percy is about to be 

married to Miss Mutter, and is 

then off to the Army. This is 

Kate Mutter, and they were 

indeed married then.  Kate 

was the daughter of Eli Mutter 

of Hisbeers Farm; her brother 

George was also serving, and 

is on the Memorial Board. 

 

Percy was drafted into the 

Queens Royal West Surrey  

Regiment.  The Absent Voters 

List places him in the 1/5th 

Battalion, but on the 

Regiment’s Medal Roll List 

he is clearly in the 1/4th. The 

stamp on Percy’s Medal Roll 

Index Card reinforces this as 

it was this Battalion that 

served on the North West 

Frontier. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
The acronyms on the stamped section on this card read 

‘India General Service [Medal]. Afghanistan North West Frontier Force 1919’ Roots Chat.com  

 

‘The 1/4th Battalion moved to India as part of the Surrey Brigade in the Home Counties 

Division in October 1914 and remained there throughout the war, serving on the North West 

Frontier, and was afterwards involved in the Third Afghan War in 1919. The 1/5th Battalion 

also went to India with the Home Counties Division, but then transferred to Mesopotamia in 

December 1915.’  Wikipedia 

 

It seems from this information that Percy was indeed more likely to have been in the 1st/4th than 

the 1st/5th, as he wouldn’t have joined the Regiment until well into 1917, long past the date of 

transfer to Mesopotamia.  Reading of his destiny does rather drive home the huge upheaval the 

war made in these men’s lives.  Maybe better, though, to go to the North West Frontier Force 

at that time than to the mud and blood of France. 

 

At this stage of the War there was little choice about which Regiment you were assigned to.  It 

would appear that Percy was not home again till 1919, or possibly 1920.  In 1939 he and his 

family are living in Newtown with Percy’s father Tom, retired Baker; Percy is a Dairy farmer.  

Kate Watts died in 1949, and Percy married again early in 1953 to Kathleen Veal.  He died on 

December 21 1958. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/4th_Battalion,_Queen%27s_Royal_Regiment_(West_Surrey)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/131st_Infantry_Brigade_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/44th_(Home_Counties)_Division
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/44th_(Home_Counties)_Division
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North-West_Frontier_Province_(1901%E2%80%9355)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North-West_Frontier_Province_(1901%E2%80%9355)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_Afghan_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesopotamian_Campaign


 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 

 
 

 


