ARTHUR WILLIAM DENNING, 88" Btn Canadian Expeditionary
Force, The Victoria Fusiliers

Arthur was born on 16" June 1895 in Buckland St Mary, and baptised there on 11"
August that year. His parents were Edwin and Sarah Denning. His younger
brother, Cecil Robert John, also served — see his entry for further family details. We
haven’t been able to discover where either of them went to school. By 1911 Arthur,
aged 15, was working as a cow boy on Windsor Farm, Luppitt for William Rosewell.

How long he worked there we don’t know, but on 9" May 1913 he sailed on the SS
Corinthian from Plymouth to Quebec. He was listed as a farm labourer - most likely
seeking adventure and a new life.

#

ALtan LiNe Rovat Man Steamer “CORIN 1AN,

The Times Monday 23™ December 1918

But then in 1914 came the war, and on 11" January 1916 Arthur enlisted in the 88"
Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (The Victoria Fusiliers). He was 5° 5”
tall, with blue eyes, brown hair and a fresh complexion; he described himself as a
farmer, and was still single. (His attestation papers are on our WW1 website).

The Battalion received marching orders on 20" May 1916 which reportedly were
received with cheers of enthusiasm from officers and men. Three days later the first
units of the Battalion sailed to the UK aboard the SS Princess Charlotte. Others
followed on the White Star Liner Olympic a week later.

Once in England, and based initially at Westenhanger near Hythe in Kent, the
Battalion was absorbed into the 30th Reserve Battalion on 18" July 1916. and
became, in practice, a recruiting organisation — providing reinforcements for front line
regiments and support/service battalions.
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(below) 88" Battalion boarding SS Princess Charlotte
in Victoria Harbour, British Columbia
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We have no details of Arthur’s war-time service but a diary entry from Harold Hartley
Littler (who travelled in the second transport on 30" May) details his journey, his time
in England, and subsequent transfer to a Pioneer Battalion. By September Harold was
working alongside and supporting the front-line troops, and remained in France and

Belgium for the remainder of the war. It seems likely that Arthur’s experience was
similar.

Early in 1919, and back in the UK, Arthur married Florence May Prince in Taunton —
she was from Kings Norton, Birmingham; following their return to Canada they had
three.children.



Florence died of a brain tumour aged 51 in 1947.
Arthur married again, to Ada Benn, and died on
10™ August 1982. He is buried, alongside almost
dall of his immediate family (including members
who died both before and after him) at Riverview
== Cemetery in Wallaceburg, Chatham-Kent

= Municipality, Ontario, Canada
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Prepared pursuant to the Census (Great Britain) Act, 1910.
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B6th BATTALION VICTORIA FUSILIERS CEF. ;
ATTESTATION PAPER.  no.181075
CANADIAN OVER-SEAS EXPEDITIONARY FORCE. FOORIGINAL

QUESTIONS TO BE PUT BEFORE ATTESTATION.

Q (ANSWERS).
1. Whatis your surname?..................... 2 -

la. What are your Christian names?............
1b. What is your present address?..............
2. In what Town, Township or Parish, and in

5. What is the date of your birth?..............

6.
7. Are yousmarried: 05 hn L L R RN S
8

. Are you willing to be vaccinated or re-
vacoinated and inoculated . ..o . L ohsiica s e ol v 7&‘ ...........................
9. Do you now belong to the Active Militia?..... ............. N BRI Bt D e SR

10. Have you ever served in any Military Force?.. ............. T/ DN I St o L ROl S (8

If so, state particulars of former service. . 4
11. Do you understand the nature and terms of

JOUr engagemnentits bt st e b - SRR 8 S A 7‘9 .............................
12

. Are you willing to be attested to serve in the}
CANADIAN OVER-SEAS EXPEDITIONARY ForRCcE?/ 77" """ f“ """""""""""""""

DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY MAN ON ATTESTATION.

I e 7 B e S i s s , do solemnly declare that the above are answers
made by me to the above qugsfions and that they are true, and that I am willing to fulfil the engagements
by me now. made, and I hereby engage and agree to serve in the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary
Force, and to be attached to any arm of the service therein, for the term of one year, or during the war now
existing between Great Britain and Germany should that war last longer than one year, and for six months

after the germination of that war provided His Majesfy should so long require my services, or until legally
discharged. 2 %

..... (Signature of Recruit)

Date. . // % ............ 1914 W ............. (Signature of Witness)

OATH TO BE TAKEN BY MAN ON ATTESTATION.

I Aere. . . NP o i o s , do make Oath, that I will be faithful and
bear true Allegiance to His Majest¥ King George the Fifth, His Heirs and Successors, and that I will as
in duty bound honestly and faithfully defend His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, in Person, Crown and
Dignity, against all enemies, and will observe and obey all orders of His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors,
and of all the Generals and Officers set over me. So help me God.

WL&P : $ W .. .(Signature of Recruit)
Date. . ///// .............. 1914 .. W .......... (Signature of Witness)

* - CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE.

The Recruit above-named was cautioned by me that if he made any false answer to any of the above
questions he would be liable to be punished as provided in the Army Act.

The above questions were then read to the Recruit in my presence.

I have taken care that he understands each question, and that his answer to each question has been
duly entered as repljed to, and the said Recruit has made and signed the declaration and taken the oath

before me, at, . fEZ#7 ’—//‘{— ..... this....//.(f.{ig ..da of...% ............. 191(
I S R

I/l.ieut.-eol Commanding
M. F.W. 23 - . 88th Battalion Viotoria Fusiiiers C.E.F.
200 M—9-15 ¥
H. Q. 1772-30-841
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THREE MONTILS after the dote thereof.
AFTER umm sing the marriage, ML in, every blawk space below and forward
License FORTHIWITH to Registrar-General, Parliament Buiidings, Torento.

of any Vs Atltes atines

013850 S
PLOBS0 Wertilicate of Marriage
3 hereby Certify that 3 solemmized the Marriage of :—

ABernot:

Bride | Eeleths ﬁ;mnuvo'
Winess AHaZlzect. foeLire,
G S e B A
Witness . B eatrcee. . s
Address el Tzce 6’.«4}
inthe . #ozerm.

Counly of ... fewes

Ftalperth

Bridegroom

Address

e L e Cesizg in the

PROVINCE OF ONTARIO
day of

92.? 193
Soenot:
Rln.).-nm “\knhu/?”w /zm%&?

Bride's Fathe
Maiden Name of )
Brides Mother .. b aerece.. ﬁmc =

odtana e sanmmcet /0.3, j ;

on the
Name of
vom's I‘athcr

See k above.

P

ot s mlcm Trine marna":)

Address . Aol oo Gicn, /
Danomination . /2l 21

15 marrisge S wvnicel arlier thax the Ghini

and date of the Dopsrtmentad wwikarisotion thersfor.
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Birthaca of Drdeoroane's Fathar? M//ac.éi/y

Birthslace of Heida's Father? ... G

Cax Bridegrooms rena? }/Pp Write. '}/19 Can Dride veud?. }.ﬁ:

Affidavit required by Section 22 of The Marriage Act before License i Granted.

DO NOT use abbreviations or figures in afiidavit or jurat printed below.

(1) 1¢ the afdavit i made by both parties, nsert here the mame, addrers and occuration of the cther parts. \Where both the pacties to the intunced
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'E OF ONTARIO;

hava had... -usual place of abode within the PROVE
s e

That 1 believe there is no affinity, consanguinity, prior marriage or other lawful cause or lezal impediment to bar or hinder
the solemnization of the marriage; and

That the contents set forth herein are to the hest of. " knowledge, information and belief, true in every particular:

my o ourh
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WRITE PLAINLY, WITH UNFADING INK. THIS IS A PERMANENT RECCRD.
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CITIZENSHIP (NATIONALITY) is defined

f another country.

izen of

The term “Canadian’’ should be used as descriptive of a

giance.

&
)
o
<
=
o
E
)
8
3
<
=
=
g
5}
)
o
i
E
@
@
o
<
P}
-=
@
H
°
o
=
@
@
2
£
El
£
£
<
Q
&
&
<

=
T
3
2
e
g
e
2
2
©
S
5
L
E
3
>
8
g
3
°
8
©
5
%
:
3
8
=]
=

person who was born in Canada or who has rights of Citizens!

The terms ‘‘Canadian’’ or ‘‘American’

RACIAL ORIGIN is defined in terms of the people or race to which the person—traced through the father—belongs, whether English, Irish, Scottish, French, German,
Russian, Ukrainian, etc.

? should not be used for RACIAL ORIGIN, as they express CITIZENSHIP (NATIONALITY).

PROVINCE OF ONTARIO
VITAL STATISTICS ACT
REGISTRATION OF DEATH *
1. PLACE OF DEATH

City, Town or ﬁ % 5
Y g Street.

Village of

Township of

YR G20

For use of Registrar General only.

e

(If death occurred in a hospital or Instl!lltlon,.glvo thoz::ﬂ{;?»ﬂ street and number)
County or District of .../ :

2. LENGTH OF STAY | In Municipality where death occurred

In Province

In Canada (if immigrant)

(in years, months and days)

ey 54 D Egpen? |2 Ly

DENNING-

FLoRENCE. 75

1
3. PRINT FULL NAME OF DECEASED
Surname or last name)

4. %EtRW’erNENT RESIDENCE OF DECEASED'
ity, Town or
Village of. )/(J

(Given or Christian names)

County o

Township of. District of

Street FW ‘$’17
Rty

ol
Province of.

5. SEX 6. CITIZENSHIP [7.RACIAL ORIGIN | 8. Single, Married, | 9. BIRTHPLACE (Province or Country)

Widoywed or Divorced
(Write the word)

Q/{ (See marginal note) See marginal note)
et | St d

9. Date of Birth 3

.- (Month by name) (Day)

Months” b b&ys .If less than one day

7 Hein

=1 Years
J()% /'??‘ﬂ il. AGE 3/

12. (a) Trade, profession or kind of
work as spinner, grader, clerk, ete.

(b) Kind of industry or busmess,
as ‘paper mill, lumber, bank, etec

S

(If “Labourer”” specify

nd of work above)

13. Date deceased last worked
at this occupation...

14. Total spent i
T e

Zl0CCUPATION

of husband or maiden name of wite of deceased

If married, widowed or dwﬂwd glve e name. W D

LRANE £

Name of father..........

(Surname or last name)

Maiden name of mother. )¢

(Given or Christian names)

Birthpl (Surname or last name)
iy ace:
Pobe M ale 7 . &1’54-.—\ I i

(Province or Cmmm)s

(Given or Christian names)

(Province or Country)

I certify the foregoing to be true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Given under my hand at 7 this...

7 daynf WQ ‘?"7
bbbt

to d

Signature of informant%;%ﬁ
Addross WS Kl 6 2t M :

Burial, Cremation or Removal

Place of Burial W

Burial Permit was issued by #.... &

e, 19.%
W{ontﬂyﬁy y (Year)
emetery. b PR o S L Sy AR

Z

Funeru.l Director: *4 4 5 ﬁ e v

e 100 @thﬁu .........

Murgmal notations (umce use only)
Tiemorir ves a oA,

REC'D AFTER REGISTRATION 9‘3113/”/‘*7 4

2> 29/70/77.

FURTHER INFORMATION NOT AVAILABLE

23. DATE OF DEATH,

EEDIOAL CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

(Month ¥/ name) )

(Year)

24. T HEREBY CERTIFY that I attended d d from. M—

19. %/

to .7.

19.%= and last saw h. &4s.....alive on. 19.47

] =
[mmediate cause o5 "/'

vae disease, injury or complication which
used death, Nor the mode of dying, such
ss heurt failure, axphytm. asthenia, ete.

CAUSE OF DEATH

DURATION
Yis. | Mos.| Dys.

30

é.

Morbid condilions, if any, giving rise to imme-
diate cause (stated in order proceeding
backwards from immediate cause).

n
Other morhid conditions (if important) con-

tributing to death but not causally related
to immediate cause.

25. If a woman, was the death

associated with pregnancy?. Duration

making cut certificate.

26. Was there a su
State finding:

before

27. If death was due to external causes (violence) fill in also the following:—

Accident, suicide or homicide? Date of injury.

(State which)

Manner of injury.

(How sustained)

Nature of injury.

Specify whether m occm;ed in INDUSTRY, in HOME, or in PuBLic Prace

i %_

Stillbirth consult reverse side

M.D., Coroner, ete.

Signed % ,1,«,//"——0‘0 Desi

Address /£ . KA A A AlAAAAAAAAL Date....

22
...... ,P’ 19}4

Division Registrar’s Record No

Date of Registration......,

1 Regmrar only)

. 1w M] W ]
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The original research on Arthur Denning carried out by Mike Canham —
includes some duplcation.

ARTHUR WILLIAM DENNING

Arthur was born on 16™ June 1895 in Buckland St Mary: and baptised at
St Mary's Church on 11™ August that year.

His father was Edwin (sometimes Edward) James Denning: his mother
Sarah. One brother, Cecil Robert John, is also listed in this book - see his
entry for fuller family details.

Gaps / school/ work - prior to him sailing o Canada in 1913

On 9™ May 1913 Arthur sailed on the ss Corinthian from Plymouth to
Quebec in Canada. We don't know specifically why, but he was listed as a
farm labourer and it is likely he was seeking work and possibly permanent
emigration.

ALLAN LiNE ROYAL € HIAN,

The ship was built in 1900 (launched on 19™ March that year) by
Workman, Clark & Co Ltd of Belfast, for the Allan Line of Liverpool.
Originally having accommodation for 50-1st, 150-2nd and 400-3rd class
passengers; she was rebuilt in 1908 and reconfigured to carry 280-2nd
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and 900-3rd class passengers. She was used just once - in 1914 - as a
Canadian Expeditionary Force troopship. One of the soldiers who went to
war on her that day was future Canadian Prime Minister Lester B Pearson.
On 10™ December 1918 - just ten days after the war ended - the
Corinthian was en-route from St. John, New Brunswick. to the UK loaded
with supplies (mostly ham, bacon, beef and flour to alleviate post-war
shortages in the UK) when in thick fog she struck the Northwest Ledge
of Brier Island, three miles north-west of Westport in the Bay of Fundy,
and was grounded and wrecked. Whilst there was no loss of life, the
Captain and the Chief Officer were found guilty of ‘indifferent
seamanship’..

As a result of indifferent seamanship,whiczh brought
about the loss of their vessel, the cortificates of the
captain and the chief officer of the C.P.R. steamer
Cannthian have been suspended for three and six
months, respectively,

The Times Monday 23™ December 1918

Maybe he continued to work as a labourer when he first arrived, but
three years later when he enlisted in the CEF (see below) he described
himself as a farmer.

On 11™ January 1916 Arthur enlisted 88™ Battalion of the Canadian
Expeditionary Force (the Victoria Fusiliers). He was 5' 5" tall, with blue
eyes, brown hair and a fresh complexion. His stated his religion was CoE,
and he was still single.
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l TTALION VICTORIA FUSILIERS CEF,
v 88th BATTA / %c{ gg

. |
5 ATTESTATION PAPER. % '1810%§

: Folio. = ¢ 5
CANADIAN OVER-SEAS EXPEDITIONARY FORCE. ; ¥

QUESTIONS TO BE PUT BEFORE ATTESTATION.

Q {ANSWERS).

4. What is the address of your next-of-kin 7. %
4a. What iz the mlatiunship of your next-of-kin 7. .
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10. Have you over served in sny Mlhtary Force?. .
L] a0, stutc partieulars of former sorvien.

11. Do you understand the nature and terms of

12. Are you wﬂlmg 10 be attested to serve in the
‘Canapia¥y OvER-Suas EXPEDITIONARY Forep?! 77777777 7m0ttt /ﬁ

DECLAR&H)N TO BE MADE BY MAN ON ATTESTATION.

I,, RN, A A S ; do solemnly declare that the above are answers
made by me to the above question o that they ave true, and that 1 am willing to fulfil the engagements
Iy me now made, and I hereby c¢hgage and agree fo serve in the Ganadian Over-Seas Expeditionary
Foree, and to be attached to any arm of the service therein, for the term of one yoar, or during the war now
existing between Groat Britain and Germany should that war last-longer than one year, and for six monthe
after the termination of that war provided His Majesty should so long requu'e my serviees, or undil legally

dizcharged.
.. (Bignature of Reeruit)

(Bignature of Witness)

OATH TO BE TAKEN BY MAN ON ATTESTATION,

I, #¥F T g e , do make Oath, that I.will beifaithful and
boear frue Allegiance to His Majes mg George the Fifth, His Heirs and "IICGE{:SOIS and that T will as
in duty bound honestly and faithftlly defend IHis Majesty, His Hairs and Suceessors, in P(.,l'bOIl Crown and
Dignity, against all enemies, and will observe and obey all orders of His Majesty, Hig Heirs and Suceessors,

and of all the Generals and Officers set over me.  So zelp me G@m
. v gt 4 ... {Bignature of Recruit)
Dute. W .............. 191 { ........ - ; 7 s S (Bignature of Witness)

‘CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE.

The Reeruit above-named was eautioned by me that if he made any false answer to any of the above

. questions he would be liable to be punished as provided in the Army Act. .

The above questions were then read to the Recruit in my presence.
I'have taken carc that he understands each questlon and that hiz answer to cach guestion has heen

duly entered as replipd to, and th‘c gaid Recruit has made and vlgnod the dcdaralmn ang taken the oath
/%‘l ﬂ“ A / %ﬂﬁ/’y Rrd

before me, at. . AT #7EFT . AT T this. ... cday of, T E

. {Signature of Justice)

L n O £

~—{/—tlewt.~Col Communaing
ddih Battahon Viotorfe Fusiifers G.EF,

M. F.W. 23 ‘
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" Description of. % % ' __on Enlistment.

Appam,nt Age ,ﬂ/ HYOBTR: i T a B months. Distinetive marks, and warks indicating congemt&l "

(Tobe ing to the i iong given in the Regulalion
e e peculiarities or previous discase,

{Should the Medionl Officer be of opinion that the recruit has served
Lelore, he will, unleys the man acknowledges vo any provious sarvies,
attach 4 slip to that effeet, for the informadon of tho Approving

{ Officer.)
Height. . ...oovveenanana|. 5/—;1: ins.

Girth when quy ex- 37
panded . covos vees [0 N8,

L Range og_wmsion. ; ;
Complexion. . €= /LWA/ ..................

Church of England.. ;@ ..........
Preshytorian:. wwimn Tl ensimsnysng
- :
w5 | Methodist. ........oooiiiniii
3a
a:n.g Baptist or Congregationalist. . ... g
T
/S é Roman Catholic: s sysmpysssassa
<
Jewish. . ... £ B
Other Denominations. ................
(Denomination to be stated) *

CERTIFICATE OF MEDICAL EXAMINATION.

I have cxamined the above-named Recruit and find that he does not present any of the causes of
rejection spedified in the Regulations for Army Modical Scrvices.

He can see at the required distance with cither eye; his heart and lungs arc healthy; he has the free
use of his joints and limbs, and dccla,res that he is not subjeet to fits of any description,

I consider him*. .. ... Y/, .. .for the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary Force.

Date. .. /// ..................... 1914,

Place. ... f#liarz#% . . /% Z-/ ........

# Insert bere " fit” or "' unfit.”

‘Medieal Offieér~-

Nori.—S8hould the Medieal Qficer consider tho Reeruit uufit, he will fill jin the foregoing Certificate only in the case of those who have heen
atiested, snd will bricfly state below the cause of unfitness:—

CERTIFICATE OF OFFICER COMMANDING UNIT.

.

5
......................... having been finally approved and

mspncu.d by me this day, and his Na we, Date of Attestation, angmevery preseribed particular having

been recorded, T certify that I am satisfied with the correctness of this Attestation.
M7
v,

YA Ch ey 2 {Signature of Officer)

L]
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The Battalion received marching orders on 20™ May 1916 which were
received with cheers of enthusiasm from officers and men. Three days
later the first units of the Battalion sailed to the UK aboard the SS
Princess Charlotte. Others followed on the White Star Liner Olympic a
week later.

~ C.P.R. S.S. “Princess Charlotte,” Victoria, B.C.

0 7 A A
(below) 88t Battalion boarding SS Princess Charlotte
in Victoria Harbour, British Columbia
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Once in England, and based initially in Westenhanger in Kent, the
Battalion was absorbed into the 30th Reserve Battalion on 18™ July 1916.
and became, in practice, a recruiting organisation - providing
reinforcements for front line regiments and support/service battalions.

We have no details of Arthur's war-time service but a diary entry from
Harold Hartley Littler (who travelled in the second transport on 30™
May) details his journey, his time in England, and subsequent transfer to a
Pioneer Battalion. By September Harold was working alongside and
supporting the front-line troops, and remained in France and Belgium for
the remainder of the war. It seems likely that Arthur's experience was
similar.

Early in 1919, and back in the UK, Arthur married Florence May Prince
(born 13™ October 1895 in Kings Norton, near Birmingham) in Taunton.

Following their return tfo Canada they had four children.

Edith Helen (born 1920, died on 12™ September 2008) : Edith married
Benoit Boyce Edward (1921 to 1973).

Edna (born 10™ April 1924, died on 5™ October 2012): Edna married Van
Landeghem

Donald Arthur (born 9™ March 1932, died aged just 1 on 11 April 1933).
Florence (no date of birth, but died on 7™ August 1947 aged 51).
Need details of the rest of his life in Canada.

Check what happened fo Florence May. In XXX Arthur married again: his
new wife was Ada Lizzie Benn (born 30™ March 1906, died in 1996).


about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Arthur pre-deceased Ada, dying on 10™ August 1982. He is buried,
alongside almost all of his immediate family (including members who died
both before and after him) at Riverview Cemetery in Wallaceburg,
Chatham-Kent Municipality, Ontario, Canada

(Source: Libraries & Archives Canada, Government of Canada)

Researched and written by Mike Canham



