CECIL ROBERT JOHN DENNING , Private 219307, 80" Btn Canadian
Expeditionary Force.

Cecil was born in Buckland St Mary on 12" February 1897, and baptised there on 25" April
that year. His parents were Edwin (a general labourer) and Sarah Denning; he was one of
nine children - four girls and five boys. In 1901 the family were living at Mallackham (there
are a variety of spellings in different documents) in Buckland St Mary. This property, on the
footpath between Buckland St Mary and Bishopswood, is still there, remote in the woods.

By 1911 the family had moved to The Lodge, still in Buckland St Mary. Cecil, aged 14, was
one of four sons still at home and was working as a general farm labourer. The house is still
in existence as a terrace of three houses on the road between Buckland St Mary and
Bishopswood.

On 13th March 1914 Cecil travelled, probably as an emigrant and probably influenced by his
older brother Arthur, to Halifax, Nova Scotia in Canada. He sailed on the SS Alsatian,
owned by the Allan Line Steamship Co.; she was a new steamship converted later that year —
the first year of the war - to an armed merchant cruiser.



We have no detail about what Cecil did in Canada in that year, but when he signed up for the
Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) in 1915 he still described himself as a farmer. He
enlisted on 2" October 1915, in Brookville, Ontario, as a Private in the 80" Battalion of the
CEF. He was 5’ 7 tall; with a fair complexion, blue eyes and light brown hair. He was
single, C of E and his next of kin remained his father in Buckland St Mary.

He gave his date of birth as 12! February 1896 — making him appear one year older than he
actually was. It may be that he needed to be a year older in order to be sent abroad, and to
fight — plenty of other young men did the same thing!

The 80th was an infantry battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force, founded on 10" July
1915; they embarked for Great Britain on 20" May 1916. It provided reinforcements to the
Canadian Corps in the field. On 30 September 1916 its personnel were absorbed by units of
the 4th Canadian Division. The battalion was subsequently disbanded on 17 July 1917,

We haven’t found any details of Cecil’s front-line service, but we know he was listed as
wounded on 30" November 1916. Allowing for a time delay in reporting, it is likely that the
incident occurred at the Battle of the Ancre (13-18 November 1916) - the final large British
attack of the Battle of the Somme, when we know Canadian units were present.

Back in England after the war (we have no details of why he didn’t return to farming in
Canada) he married Linda Miller at St Luke’s Church, Wimbledon Park in Surrey on 22"
October 1921. Her father was a retired police constable. In those early years he was working
on the GW Railway as labourer and cleaner.

Throughout the 1920s and 1930s the couple lived in and around Wandsworth in South
London; they had two children, Norman born in 1926 and Betty in 1931.

In the 1939 Register they were recorded as living at 2 Clonmore Street, Wandsworth - Cecil
was a general labourer with the LPTB — the London Passenger Transport Board, Linda a
housewife; the children are not with them. Could they possibly have been evacuated? Or sent
to Canada?

When he died on 27" February 1976 he was back in the West Country, living at Ottery St
Mary.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Expeditionary_Force
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Researched and written by Mike Canham

CECIL ROBERT JOHN DENNING (IN SOME RECORDS - CEAL)

Cecil was born in Buckland St Mary on 12™ February 1897, and baptised in St
Mary's Church on 25™ April/24™ May that year.

His father was Edwin (in a couple of documents, Edward) James Denning (a
general labourer, born in Yarcombe, Devon in 1858): his mother Sarah (nee, born
in Broadway, Somerset in 1862). They had married in XXX and had a total of
nine children - four girls and five boys (Arthur William and Fred also appear in
this book)

In 1901 the family lived at Mallackham (there are a variety of spellings in
different documents!)), in Buckland St Mary. This property, on the footpath
between Buckland St Mary and Bishopswood, is still in existence but has been
neglected and unoccupied for some years now.

By 1911 the family had moved to The Lodge, still in Buckland St Mary. Cecil,
aged 14, was one of four sons still at home and was working as a general farm
labourer. The house is still in existance as a terrace of three houses on the road
between Buckland St Mary and Bishopswood.

On 13th March 1914 Cecil travelled (Pwhy, was this emigration) to Halifax, Nova
Scotia, Canada on the SS Alsation owned by the Allan Line Steamship Co




The ship was built in Glasgow by William Beardmore & Sons. She was launched in
March 1913, and made her maiden voyage on 17™" January 1914 from Liverpool to
St. John, New Brunswick, Canada. Cecil, therefore, travelled on what must have
been her second or third transatlantic crossing. Soon after, in August
1914, she was converted o an armed merchant cruiser and served
throughout the war as HMS Alsation as part of the 10th Cruiser Squadron
- patrolling between Scotland, the Faroe Islands, and Iceland; and
escorting North Atlantic convoys. In December 1918 she returned fo
civilian use, and during along overhaul was renamed ss Empress of France.
She was scrapped in 1934.

We know little about what Cecil did in Canada - although when he signed up for
the CEF in 1915 he described himself as a farmer.

On 2" October 1915 Cecil enlisted, in Brookville Ontario, as a Private in the 80*h
Battalion of the Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force (Service No: 219307).
He was 5' 73" tall; with a fair complexion, blue eyes and light brown hair. His
stated religion was CoE, and he advised he was single. His next of kin remained
his father living in Buckland St Mary.

And on enlistment Cecil stated that his date of birth was 12™" February 1896 -
making him appear one year older than he actually was. No reason has been
found for this. It may simply be that he needed to be a year older in order to
be sent abroad, and to fight - plenty of other young men did the same thing!
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N  ATTESTATION PAPER

a

o’(/f 4 3&7
CANADIAN OVER_—SEAS'EXPEDITIGNARY FORCE |

QUESTIONS TO BE PUT BEFORE ATTESTATION.
. (ANSWERS)
What is your name? Geoll Robert John Denning T

In what Town, Township, or Parish, and in
what Country were you born?... j M M

=

2

3. 'What iz the name of your next-of—kin?__.._u_.... . Bdwin n,mmﬂf? Dr s
4 What is the address of your next-of-kin? . ... bueklend.3t, dary, near Chord,
. . e SOy w. ande

5. What is the date of your birth? Faba.10
6. What is your trade or calling? Farmer
7. Are you married? : o gingle
8. Are you willing fo hevaeemated or re- _p @

Vaccinated?. Aoexel .t ves ) ??
9. Do you now belong to the Actlve Mﬂltla.? ...... nosfarvlm

no .

10. Have you ever served in any Military Foree?..
¥ 50, state perticulars of former Serviee.

11. Do you understand the nature and terms of
your engagement? yon

12, Are you willing to he attested to serve in
the CANADIAN OVER-SEAS Emnmomm'}
o w '
1 .M(Smature of Man,)
Signature of Witness.)
DECLARATION TO BE MADE' BY MAN ON ATTESTATION.
Cecil Robert John Demming do zolemnly declare that the above answers

made by me to the ahove questions are true, and that I am willing to fulfil the engagements by me now
made, and I hereby engage and agres to serve in the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary Force, and
to be attached to any arm of the serviee therein, for the term of one year, or during the war now existing
between Great Britain and Germany should that war last longer than one year, and for six months after
the termination of that war provided HIS Majesty should so long require my services, or until legally

discharged.” )
M. s QDML/% ...... (Signature of Recruit.)
Date Sopte 1080, 1910 151 . 4% {Signature of Witness.)

OATH TO BE TAKEN BY MAN ON ATTESTATION.

1, .. 0ecil R bert John Denning, do make Oath, that T will be faithful and
bear true Allegiance to His Majes t.h.fy King George the Fifth, H:s Heirs and Succwors, and that I will as
in duty bound honestly and faithfully defend His Majesty, His Heirs and Suceessors, in Person, Crown
and Dignity, against all enemies, and will observe and o ey aﬁ orders of His Magesty, His Heirs and
Successors, and of all the Genera.]s and Officers set ovegr me. So hélp me God.

waﬁf‘&f@j . “1.;315 ua'}k%@u%

CERTIFIGATE OF MAGISTRATE.

The Recruit above-named was cautaoned by me that if he made any fa]se answer to any of the
above %‘ueshona he would be liable to be punished as provided in the Army Act.
he above questions were then read to the Recruit in my
1 have taken care that he understands each question, an that hm answer to each questlon has

been duly entered as %w the said Reeruit has ma.de an /Zlgned the der_:ggatl and taken the .
oath before me, at 11

— d,ay of .
..... ﬂjﬁ 9 (SlgnatmofJuatm)

1 certify that the above is a true eopy of the Att.estatmn of the above-named Recruit.

Z/{/cﬁtﬁﬁémﬁgm/ ..(Approving Ofﬁ(;er er.)

....(Signature of Recruit.)
{Signature of Wiiness.)

M. ¥, W, 25,
200 M,—5-15,
H.Q. 1772-49-341, : - o AN
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DESCRIPTION OF. ®00i1 Aoboxt John Jennings . ON ENLISTME’NT; -

Apparent Age 19 vears___ 1 months Distinctive marks, and marks mdxeatmg con-

to the i i in the Regulati
g R e vt i) Kiven in ! genital pecuhantles or previous disease.

(Should the Medical Officer he of g mmtthemdtmw'
bafore, ha will, unless the man nowledges vious mervice,

- 6&&&_;\ alip to that alfect, for the iniomaﬁm alp?he Awrevm P
Height B g T¥ine
chzr on left thumb, imida. ob

5 AR ) gk lornsd | econd goint,
©&" | Range of expansion. | ins. i Smedd wear hetworn eyol snd bridge
\ b _ off none.
h Complexion Fsir,
\\\ Eyes . Blug .
Church of England ... % . N .
Preshyterian ot :
& \Methodist
a5 . s
gﬂ,g Baptist or Congregationalist._... ...
& E |Other Protestants _ _ :
g (Denamination to be siated) :
Roman Cathelic 2 : Ce T i
Jewish G N

[

GERTIFICA{E OF MEDICAL EXAMINATION.

I have examined the above-named l!egemlt and ﬁnd that he does not present any of the causes
of rejection specified in the Regulations for Army Medieal Services.

He ean see at the required distance with either eye; his heart and hmgs are healthy; he has the
free use of his joints and limbs, and he declares that he is not zmb;ect to fits of any descnpinon G

I co:nﬂidér him* 1% for the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary Force.

......................... /z’_///%,»:/m

Jopte 10th, 1916, 191 .
%’ ‘ Méidical Officer.

‘Date
Place

Brookville, Ont,

*Ingert heva "Bt" or “undt.”
Morm—Shonld the Medical Oficsr conslder tha Reeruit unﬂt be will £ i the fm-sgoing Cartificate only in the ease of thoss wlm have besn atteated,
and will briefly state 'helew the caugs of unfitnessi—

CERTIFICATE OF OFFICER COMMANDING UNIT .

_Leoil Robsrt John Deanl Illjg having been finally approved and
inspected by me this day, and his Name Age. ate of Attestation, and every prescribed particular having
been recorded, I certify that T am satisfied with the correctness of this Attestation. :

Yt S e MleZecirso (Signature of Offieer.)
OCT 2 1915 B COLONEL
Date : 191 O.C. 80th Battalion, C.E.F,




The 80th was an infantry battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force,
founded on 10™ July 1915 and embarked for Great Britain on 20™ May 1916. It
provided reinforcements to the Canadian Corps in the field until 30 September
1916, when its personnel were absorbed by units of the 4th Canadian Division.
The battalion was subsequently disbanded on 17 July 1917.

We have not found any details of Cecil's front-line service, but we know he was
listed as wounded on 30™ November 1916. Allowing for a time delay in reporting,
it is likely that that the incident occurred at the Battle of the Ancre (13-18
November 1916) - the final large British attack of the Battle of the Somme,
when we know Canadian units were present.

Back in England after the war (we have no details of why he didn't return to
farming in Canada) he married Linda Miller (born 13™ January 1893) at St Luke's
Church, Wimbledon Park in Surrey on 22" October 1921. Her father, John
William Miller, was a retired police constable.

Throughout the 1920s and 1930s the couple lived in and around Wandsworth in
South London. Children?

In 1939 they were living at 2 Clonemore Street, Wandsworth - Cecil was a
general labourer, Linda a housewife.

Cecil died on 27™ February 1976 - at the time of his death he was living at 87
Slade Close, Ottery St Mary, Devon

Researched and written by Mike Canham


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Expeditionary_Force

checking if this the right Cecil Denning



