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ALBERT DICKS  (?) Gunner 238348, RFA 

Albert Dicks was born in Curland in 1898, the son of Eli, a farmer on Britty Common, and 

his wife Emily.  He was the sixth child in a family of eight, ranging in 1901 from 16 years to 

3 months. In 1901 he was living at home in Staple Fitzpaine, a schoolboy of 12, with his 

brothers Charles, 24, Ernest, 8, and his sister Mary, 10. Father Eli and brother Charles were 

labourers. 

He began school in Buckland St Mary in July 1904 (as did his brothers and sisters), but no 

leaving date is given.  The next we hear of him is in the Army during the war.  Unfortunately 

there’s no clue as to which regiment he was in.  The RFA listing given is just one possibility 

among a range of others. As he was born in 1898, 1916 must be the earliest date on which he 

would have served.. 

Albert died in the Taunton & Somerset Hospital in May 1922, aged just 23. He was living 

with his family at Lower Britty, and working as a Farm Labourer. His brother Ernest was 

with him when he died, of a cerebral haemorrhage which had occurred 10 hours earlier. Most 

unexpectedly, the primary cause of death is given as haemophilia.  If this was so, how did he 

come to be serving in the Army? And working as a Farm Labourer? This information poses a 

lot of unanswered questions, although it seems that mild haemophilia may not cause 

symptoms until later in life. 
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