FREDERICK ROBERT GRABHAM, Private 2016 4" Devons

Frederick was born on March 12 1891, the second surviving son of Abraham and Mary
Grabham; Abraham was serving in the Marine Light Infantry, Plymouth Division, so his
older children were born in East Stonehouse, Plymouth. Frederick, Edward, William and
Frank were all to serve in the Army during the War.

After Abraham left the Marines the family returned to the Blackdown Hills, living in
Buckland St Mary. Frederick left Buckland school in September 1896; in 1911, aged 19, he
was working as a general labourer.

Frederick’s Army Service records survive, so we know something of his Army career. He
signed up for 4 years service in the Territorial Force with the 4™ Devonshire Regiment before
the war, on November 7 1913. At the time, aged 24, he was working as a chauffeur for a Mr
Dawkins, and living in Axminster. He had a medical in Axminster on November 8, and was
assessed as fit for army service. He was 5ft 8 1/2ins, with good vision and good physical
development.
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. , i ] On August 5 1914, at the outbreak of
e e g Qg war, he was mobilized. On
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R S——- £ ity e November 15 1915 he was ‘released

for working at Munitions of War’.

His 4 years service being up in

November 1917 he was discharged,

. but was ‘Liable for further service

T .2 under the provisions of the Military
Service Act 1916°. He had been

working on the Home Front. In his discharge papers, still in Axminster, he’s assessed as of

Very Good character, and being ‘industrious and reliable’. By now he was living in Yeovil at

62 Hendford, and was working as Mechanic and Chauffeur.

Frederick was married in 1915 to Mabel Alice Copp; they had five children. In the 1939
Register of England & Wales the family are living in Furnham Road, Chard; Frederick was
working as a Transport contractor. He died in November 1974, leaving £17,184
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Agreernent to be made by an officer or man of the Territorial Force ¢o subject

. himself to lisbility to serve in any place outside the United Kingdom during the
’

present period of embodiment.
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i v
(Name) W@;—BM hereby agree

to accept liability, during the present period of embodiment, to serve in any place

outside the United Kingdom, in d with the provisions of Section XII1.(2)(a)

of the Territorial and Reserve Forces Act, 1907, I understand that release from
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1 hereby declare that I do of my own free will request to be discharged from His Majesty’s Service,
of Sildior.)

10. Statement of service.
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and all just demands up to the

_ (Signature of Soldier)
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MEDICAL INSPECTION REPORT,
(Applicable to all rankn)

Corpe Unit

Name g‘gﬁ‘& MM

Am—l age, 2 A4 years months,
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Girth when fully expanded ;} inches.
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Vision j‘?rr!
Physical development W

* Chest measurement will be obtained by adjusting the tape so that its posterior upper edge touches the
lnfwbrn‘hudthnlhuldarm-mliuuwbvnm(huppumdv.hnm'Mhd-m hang
loosely by the side. [ AR

Certificate of Medical Ezamination.

I have examined the above-named recruit and find that he does not present any of the causes of rejection
specified in the Regulations. He can see at the required distance with either eye; his heart and lungs are healthy ;
he has the free use of his joints and limbs; he does not suffer from hernia ; and declares that he is not subject to
fits of any description.

T consider him * v-d for the Territorial Force,
voe__ Ztervender, 7500 63 LZF wfome,
Placs__ U P enn SAeg Modioal Offcer.
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Nore.—Should the Medicat Officer consider the recruit unfit, he will fill in the foregoing certificate only in
the case of those who have been attested and will briefly state below the canse of unfitness.
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I hereby certify that the above-nameed recruit was inspected by me, aod I consider bim ®__ Fed™ _for
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