CECIL GREENSLADE, Private 3/19045 Leicestershire Regiment
Gunner 95702, Tank Corps

Cecil Greenslade was the younger brother of Richard Samuel Greenslade, born on December
9 1896. For his family background, see Richard’s entry.

By 1911, aged 15, Cecil had left school and was working for his father Richard Frank at
Moorseek Farm, Buckland St Mary. After his first wife’s death, his father had re-married, to
Annie Blanche Pollock, of Paisley, Renfrewshire. Between 1911 and the end of the War, the
family had moved up the hill to Moorseek Farm, Buckland St Mary.

There’s an odd incident, reported in The Western Gazette of November 11 1911, where Cecil
is implicated in setting fire to a neighbour’s hayrick. The report reveals that he’d attended
Queens College, which seems not to have suited him, but that when the family moved to
Buckland he seems to have been more settled, and joined the Church Choir.

Like his brother, Cecil joined up early in the war; he was in France by July 14 1915, as his
Medal Roll Index Card shows.
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He appears to have started in the 1% Leicesters, and then transferred, or was transferred, to the
5™ Tank Corps. The first tanks were used in September 1915:

“At best, the early tanks could achieve a top speed of 4 miles per hour. On the battlefield this
was rarely realised and in many cases infantry moved far faster. The machines were crewed by
a Subaltern, 3 Drivers and 4 Gunners, of which one was an NCO. Interior conditions were truly
appalling, being a combination of intense heat, noise and exhaust from the engine, violent
movement as the tank crossed the ground and molten metal splash as bullets struck the plating.
Men would often be violently sick or badly incapacitated by the conditions and were often in



no fit state to continue after quite short journeys. It was difficult to communicate within the
tank and with men and other tanks outside. The tank officer often had to get out and walk, to
reconnoitre his path or to work with the infantry. The tanks also proved to be mechanically
unreliable and vulnerable to shellfire. Some tanks carried a wire frame on the roof, designed to
deflect grenades. Nonetheless, the first appearance of the tanks caused considerable alarm to
the Germans ... until they realised their shortcomings and began to organise tactics and
armament to defend against them.” The Long Long Trail

We haven’t yet been able to establish the details of Cecil’s career in the Tank Corps, except
that the Buckland St Mary Absent Voters List of 1918 records ‘Gunner, Tank Corps,
Alexandria’, suggesting that he may well have served in Palestine. Unfortunately the relevant
War Diary WO 95/4407 (held at the National Archives) has not yet been digitised, so is not
easily accessible. If he did serve there, he would have been in E Company, Heavy Branch
Machine Gun Corps (later renamed the Palestine Tank Detachment). Both The Tank Museum
and the online “Long Long Trail” have interesting pieces about the early tank sections.

Cecil was married in 1919 to Irene Mildred Day in Sculcoates, East Riding; they had three
children, Richard, Donald and Blanche.

In the 1939 Register for England & Wales he’s living with his wife and family in Yeovil, and
working as a Pig Keeper; this reveals that during WW2 he was an Air Raid Warden. He died
in 1976 in Yeovil.

Tank Corps Badges

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS
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|| went wo x sale the same day, sad

fnx sha firs ooy, bab She w

I| man “on suspicion.”
| sua wh

| aud lound the rick all blaze snd smoke.
| son

| from the rick, About half-an-hour alsér he

tbouo trying so pod the fire cud with

TAUNTON COUNTY Pmy
SESSIONS.

Toxspay,—DBefors Major-tieneral Emerson (in the

¢haic), Mr. O, J, Goodland, sad Mr. Jobo White.
SEQUEL TO THE TRULL RICK FIRE.

| Eicl Gresoslade, 15, fsrmer's son, of Bnound&, ‘
Mary, was brought up oo remand
| fslononaly setti

Ppnnn, on November 158h, the property of Lbomss
Yoes,

Mr. F. 8. Dodson appeared for the delendant.

Thos. Pitta, farmer, of Dipford, Trull, stated that
be pcoupied land closs 10 Ubilliawood, and in & Held
thersou Le had » whest rick, & bean rick, and an ol
mck, Hesaw them lsst a8 B am. on Wedossday,
November 15th, and (bey m toen all nghe °

sbout 3 p.m., s the

result of what be waa told, he weat home at onos and

fornd the ost rick burning, They endeavecured to

e rick, conusting of abous
0 tous, and of value sbout £35, was destroyud.

By Mr. : Hs knew the defendsor, sad on

she fallowing dey dm the fire P.8, Parsooaand P.C,

hlkmun-t mh and ssid they had the yon
v u s yonng

8 Was presant,
w_defandsat he axu

" Naver

Witnes's son the delendsas had
% been fneondly. Hcc&d the police to allow
w remaln untilhis father cams, bob Shey asid

thoy munt cakn him to Taonton. The s wont

|| quike willingly wita sha palics, and did pos seem &)

all agrbased,
Juhn Wald, sngineer, residing st

| B o g g - il g xu.h

saw the defandant driving sway in & dog-cart in the
dirsotion of Tiull. That was aboot Z p-'. He
was go;ng awsy from Chilliswosd, and in the direo.

tion o
atood, He was then about 150 so 200 awa
mon
the delsadant be wae lold abood the fire, afser-
wards be went and sawit.  Thers were a lot of peopl
buoksts
gsve

“

§

muno. Govier, labsurer, of ‘l‘nll,
that wn Wedoesday, November 15th, be m
msoguide Hesaw the defendant abous L45 p.
cowming down Chilliswood-lane, dd'itg a borse
trap 1 the direction ol Trull. Some smolos down
lano attracted hin atteation coming of
Fitws’ ricks, That was just sa be met
slade, Ho asked him what the mko was
lans, aod he replied, "I dm koow what
didn’t weo 1t when I " snd drove on.

then ran down the to see .huvu:o >

.
uyone nisd ahost. Defendant coming
Chillhiswortb.lane would have to pass cless to the
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i?iiv

5
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ontire & Atraw riok, at Diplotd ‘

|| be did Mm-‘d m‘lh;-u |
| be did not was the 4 or apyone of baviog

| e l.hcnt-.knu'?l: He ceuld not may bhow fire
| waa caused.

| et

land where the rick which was burny |

| Dipiord

Bl 1 Kot out and vpenad the
| w'ong the lane towards Trol

| gravity of his position,

| thet statement be would not have

Chilhawuorth-lane would have to psss cless to the rick.

Py the Ussirmen ; The defeadant waa driving fass
when be mot bim, Tt was nob raining.

P.8, Pursous. of Bishop's Hull, gave evidancs thad
on Inursdny, Novembor 10th, be received com
respecting & fire Baving broken oud in & wok
arm, T'rall, In compeany with P.C. Elkins
they wont to the scene of the firs, when they et the
defendant. They asksd him whother be was io the
neighbonrhood of the fire on the day,
he mapled ** Yem" Witoess ¢ aak
wlistber be bad any matohes in his possession st lb
tima, snd be answered [ bad oue -hd I shrow
into the brook.” 'They exsmined bw boots, and |
withesw abiarged bim on suspicion with having ses
the rick on Gre.  He then made the feliowing atate-

M
|

Fi

4

ment (— ' Liive wish my isther at Moorsick 1
Buskland St Mary. | waa coming from Ohilliswood
Farm lust after diooer with &  horsa and
trap, bes | got o the end of she field

ta, The horse walked

I wsns into the straw
riok which weascloss by, ok & wax mateh out
wiaintooat pocket, struok 10 on s stone, sad
fire to the steaw riok, snd threw the mstob
ook, [ then ran oot and over the
trap & listls dintanoe up the lase. A few
Jater 1 was stop) by young Govier, wh
what the tire was back t.hms. Isaid 1 dida's know,
He rond the statament to the defendant, who
it Defendans slfseewards pointed out to them the
plase whors he threw ihe nm.on inta she brook.

By Mr. Dodson: denied entirely M
the  conlession mdo by the defondeus

E

A

|

|

E1

B P

Witness did nut sey to undcfund.al “We ho'ﬂl |
3

aboul it, you had butter toll us the wuth” Al
tima had the defendsot shown that he reslised the

the defendunt wes becuse, on enquiries, they could

net find that anyoue else had besn io the uchhm

hood of the firs st the time it broke sut.
I'y Mr. Browu: He did not in any way

\
|
N
fnduse
dafendnit 16 muke the statement be did, and bus for

g

Y e

The Beuch & this point ssd that shey considered |
that there waa 8 prima facie case sgsinat she

agaiat the defendant apart from
which he dessnibed as most
necessary for & poufesvion o
voluntary, and be vostended that in cune
uoh &), inssmush &s u'unul..thu n
the shaps of the pﬂn of
sud in answer to L
lind Inid 1t down i o coplession
must be ahsolutely fres sad voluntary,
ahu o thia case the confession wes
uress,

I'he defendant was then ssked whether be
dealt with summarily sr st the Assizas, —Mr.
snid that the lad's father wsa o sure that be was

niltless that he felt bound to aak thet the
sent lor trinl. —Later Mr. Dodson seid
acting on bis ad vice, had decidad t
the cuse 1o the Banch o deal with, althongh still
ing Shat hisson whs not guilby,
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duress,
I'he defendant was then saked whether be ba
deals with summarily sc at she Assizas —Mr.
snid that the lad's father wss #o sure thas be was
g:ihl- that he felt bound to sak thet the should
sent lor trinl. —Later Mr. Dodson seid s Me,
acting on bis ad vice, had decidad to loave
the cuse 1o the Baoch o deal with, althoogh still feel.
IR GhAt Disson whs not guiley,
U, Illiine gave evidencs cerroborsting P8,
Parsons.
By Mr, Dodson: Tho lad's statemend that he sed
fira to the rick wish the match he threw iato the brook
waa made perfectly voluntarily and &nrly

police.

1I'lie Court at this peint adjourned for lancheon.

On resiuiing lhoogi.;:-u was read over, and Jobhn
Wald, 10 snawer 0 Mr. Dodson, said that be know
the defendsni ss s very narvous boy, and likely &
say anything one way or the other if frightened.

T'be defendany was formally 3, and pleadad
S(.): goilty, Mr. Dodson shen called evidence for the

enor,

Hovert Hewett, fsemer, of Cox's Farm, Trall, said
that un Wedneaday, November 15th, the defendaat snd
his father came to his bouse about one o'vlock. The
defen nnt lefs about two o'clock to go to Chilliswood
to fosoh the trap, vetursing with it abous balf-pam
two, 1t had been raiming &ll day, sod ssraw was 4
d:ffoult thing to gt to burn aven if iv wasdry, He
shought 16 im lv thit the rick could have been
wes alight with ane matoh. He agreed thas the lad
would be one likely to acospt suggestions from otber
prople, particularly from people in respoosible
positicna.

Mr. Unsa. Farrsat, medioal practitioner, of Tean.
bou, said that be bad known she defendsat for 12 or 13
yaara, [he defendaat hed soffared oIl hin Lifs from
genarsl pervousness and would be likely to "'ﬂn""
Augeeation of & dominating will.  Witness saw oa
Friday (when he was firse charged st the Court),
and iym did  not realise tbat he wae hwf
charged with & wrious crime. T4 was well:
Kiuwa b wediesl  men “lu“d “: dmuring.
mihded Or insane were prone th deluw
which they mueht mu::‘l!'hom—l'-t-lﬂw of »
eryine ul whioh they were Inpoces

Be the polioe - Witness did iol think the boy woald
Iw likaly to commit tbe emme, He consdared 1t was
likaly, huwever, thiat bn woald scoept the suggestion
e by someone eise that be had Jone it

H.oh rd Feank zascaladel fscher ol the defendant,




h J1kaly S0 COTRITIIT FUT CTIMIT. AW WWlmowrye e == o=

likaly, however, that ha woald accept the suggesiion
mnde by saumeons % bad Jone il

Hich rd Fraok {nther ol the defendant,
aail that the dafendant had alweys boeo a delicats
baby, and a8 e grew op it Was always impossible te
gal lim to resime the necemity of learn ng lessons
or of doing any work of thet Kind, He wua, in fact,
At that time abeolutely irrssponsible. They p«t i
down to e lack of moral senws, They sent bim to
Queen’s Culinge, whers be was constansly betting into
stonil werapes. On she Head-mounsar's sdvico m tool
Lim wwey from the Cullegs, and since he beon
at Hockland thiere bed been s great lmprovemens in
Lia bebinviour, and be bad bewu most regulnr st the

chuie praciioes, wheress ay College he was oever
punetusl.  Witness could not believe thas the

macicusly sod delibemiely sst fice to the rick.

Mr. indeon having again addressed she Beach, the
mAgistrates retirod, sed on relorming

The Chisrman sad that the Bench fousd the
defendant guilty, bot having regard to the
characinr, mental condition, and of the

box thes discharged him on

entering 1ot his own recognisances of 850

father of £50 to eome for § '

months if called upon !Phe :
under lis father's ocare, whe

the costs of the case, :

put on probation
wouid bave 10

y
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| hovi ot Dipford, Trull, on November 15th,

it when I passed.”
spot at this ti |
Pm denied that the confession made
by, t was in answer to questions put to,
him. They would not have arrested the accused,
if he had not made the statement. I
Mr. Dodson, addressing the bench, contended,
that there was no case apart from the confession,,
| which he described as most irregular, and & great|
deal of which was in a stereo! le. \
Mr. Weld, re-called, said he had known the
accused for only six months, but he would des-
cribo him as a v nervous boy, who would
' be likely to say anything, one way or the other,.
if frightened.
Defendant then formally pleaded not guilty.
Dr. Charles Farrant, of Taunton, said he
had known the boy for 12 or 13 years. He
had suffered all his life from general nervous-
ness, and would be likely to the sug-
miom of & dominating will. itness saw,

NO one else Was near tne,

oty Sl o e ]
ng with a serious »
Richard Frank reensiade, farmer, the!
father of the boy, was next called. He saidj
the boy was delicate as a baby, and they thought
they would never rear him. As he grew up they,
always had great difficulty in }otdng him tog
roalise that it was v to do schoaol work.g
which they put down to a lack of moral sense.,
He was constantly gotting into small disgraces
at Queen’s College, but since he left theré he bads
imrrovod. Witness could not believe that he?
deliberately and maliziously set this rick on fire.}
Mr. Dodson addressed the bench at somey
length, and the magistrates retired to considery

! The glirmsn. on their ro:::n. said theyy |
ound prisoner guilty of charge, bute
having to the character and mental-
condition and health of the boy, they hadn
decided to discharge him on his i
his own moglgnon of £50, with his father®
as surety in , to come up for judgment
if called upon within 12 monl:ha. o
placed him on probstion for that period, an
committed him to the care of his father. They
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by the father.
-5 ; 5

.

JPoli«o-netgnm Parsons

on Friday (when he was first charged at{ | Bench

intog | They

FARMERS SON CHARGED

WITH ARSON. _
h:’t.".&aal o 4 m'coon.:v:d;

reenslade,
ing at Buckland St. Mary, was c!

appesred for defendant, tppbod for an adjourn-
mmguhohndonlyj:tdbunmcud.t—'

£

he received a complaint
‘vious day at a straw rick
m ies in the company
stable i They met
the scene of the fire, and asked him if
Dipford on the previous day.
* Yes.” Witness then said, “ Did
any matches in your possessi

nnzwend. * Yes, thad one, and threw it in

going from Chilliswood Farm just
with a horse and trap. When I
of the field I got out and opened the
horse walked nlonﬁ the
and I went on to the straw rick close by,
took a wax match out of my waistcoat pocket
and struck it on a stone, and then set fire to the
straw rick. I then threw the match into the
brook. I then ran out and overtook my horse
trap & little distance up the lane. A few
minutes afterwards 1 was
he asked me what

the accused, who had been on bail

ootpath, and after the fire there were hundreds.
of footprints there.—John Weld, engineer, of
Chillisw Trull, said that on November 15th
he saw Ce Csoensladd driving away in & dog-
cart about 2.30 p.m., and going in the direction
of Trull. Witness saw the fire about half an
hour after this.—Maurice Govier, a young
labourer, of Broxenhedge, Trull, said that on
November 15th he saw defendant coming down
Chilliswood Lane at 2.45, and just then witness
saw smoke rising from one of Mr. Pitt’s ricks.
would be about 75 yards from the ricks.
Witnees asked defendant what the smoke was,
and he replied, ‘I don't know;I didn’t see
it when I passed.” No one else was near the
spot at this time. }

Pm- denied that the confession made
by t was in answer to questions put to’
him. They would not have arrested the accused
t.

further directed that the costs should be pnid'
d
n

if hotiad not made thestatement. | |
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REGIMENT OR CORPS. N-'(;
ROLL OF INDIVIDUALS entitled to the Victory Medul wndfeg British War Medsl gran Army Orders = ~ of 197 han
2 L4 -~ 301 Q.
TTold by sa Solividual S
i the Gorps in Tespess individnal and Regrl. Nos.
of which the rolls ure in ; the highest rol
wibmitted.

decoratioas
Theatees of wac in which seeved Clasps awardod (to be lefd black)  |———

inet £ ' (3) Prossnted

o sguincs the e o .

Ul Segimant o Corpa which . | (b) Despatohed by Poat
to e lugcribed on1‘hlﬂ ‘medal,

|
(€} Taken futo Stock ‘
Rot 19045 ¥

R S s 21 8% PeT
+Ten Cos 95708 | Aunl bl Al Tl 0.1 B LT -

JOHNSQK \iilllam 8 Leios,.Rgt.13175 prE / SRR R i
9 Tank Upa 95703 -Rbev i% 0

[ I
ey

John iiiiifan |7 e Tod Hati B0V jpre
Mark Ops 86704 el

ferk Cps 95705 Cpl

WOOD Alfred
FearEon

Dank Ups 9570

/.

SEENCE \Welter £ Tenk Cps 95707 Bt

|
the individuals nawmed in this ROLL are entitled to the Medal-er Medals as detailed above.

{

— o Tank Cdfps Records.
Signature and rank of Officer certifying.
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Registration District

//tn’*[f 22 (/// e A \

E.D. Letter Code wo ///(‘ Borough, U.D. or R.D. and Sub-district
SCHEDULE SURNAMES O Bixta | § . 35 ]
ADDRESS . AND S & — ¥ PERSONAL OCCUPATION See INSTRUCTIONS,
g Sub z >q = Day Year
No |30 OTHER NAMES 1 D 3
5 0 ¢ 77 e & = 7 s 5 i

i

3 | Bameas i
¢ | Fents Fneunat A
BVA A

s Yout | k| PN | frprach o

This record is officially closed.

|
p
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1 |5 Wb

This record is officially closed.

1

This record is officially closed.
Thi; record is officially closed.
: 2P
M98, 9%
1 2 1o 27 | 90l * L
This record is officially closed.

214

i () [l

FODEN
.‘*24‘./.. Y. il 04| &

This record is officially closed.

This record is officially closed.
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Gnp

I
| P 2 by | 0] Ty
L, 1R - | F

This record is officially closed.
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I ddrton

4.9
5 0 e

oj|
This record is officially closed.
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29 | Dbt
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(8. 6q.
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Hoeuer

2

A/ wrnian At .”,, i

2

~

7100 B
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This record is ufficial[y closed.
This record is officially closed.
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This record is officially closed.
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