WILFRED EDGAR COLLINS - Private 500078, 652 Agri Coy, Labour
Corps

In 1891, before the birth of Wilfred (Wilf) in 1899, his parents Fred & Bessie and older sisters
Rosina and Eva were living at Ham, Combe St Nicholas (on Ham Hill, beside the now A303).
By 1901 the family were living at Silver Street, Dommett, next door to the North family —
Stanley North, who was to die in WW1, was 10 years old, the same age as Rosina Collins. Fred
is variously described as a hurdle maker and agricultural labourer. During Wilfred’s war
service, they’re at Little Forest in the same part of Buckland.

We have a detailed record of Wilfred’s war service, as his Service Records survived the blitz
in 1940. He enlisted on August 14 1916 when he was only 17, a date then amended to being
reckoned from August 14 1917, after his18th birthday. Before enlistment he was working at
Forest Mills, Broadway, his occupation variously farmer, carter & miller’s carter. After
enlistment he appears to have been shuffled between Regiments — the RFA, 4™ Wilts, 36
Squadron RASC Remounts, 652 Agricultural Company, moving from Durrington to Fovant to
Egg Buckland to Taunton to Ormskirk. On his initial medical form, at 18 years, 3 months he’s
described as a Carter, his height 5ft 8 3/4ins, his weight 128lIbs.

He seems to have been a puzzle to the Army as he was ‘unable to train — defective speech’.
This was variously ascribed to ‘strain caused through drill’ or a ‘kick from a horse in his side’.
Whether the disability was permanent it was deemed ‘impossible to state’. In fact it appears
not to have been something that continued to trouble him.

He was married to Martha Hardwill (known as Pat) in 1919 at Buckland. She was the sister of
James Hardwill, killed in France the year before. They had five children: Peggy, James, Ruth,
Fred and Patrick.

Wilf Collins’ story, Part 2, moves on to WW?2. Here is his grandson Tim’s account of it:

‘The Wilf adventures in WW2 are far more interesting as after joining the Royal Engineers
on 28th September 1939, aged 40 (he was one of the oldest in his unit) he started formal
training as part of a demolition squad. The lads travelled to France and were tasked with
blowing up ammunition and fuel dumps ahead of the Germans. After the Dunkirk evacuation,
27th May to 4th June 1940, his unit remained in France and were making their way west
along the coast.

Near the town of Le Havre on 11th June 1940 a French language speaking young Second
Lieutenant from the Royal Warwickshire Regiment called Randell Sly was put in charge of
the men and they were ordered to carry on heading west for evacuation to England. After a
series of skirmishes with the Germans including Randall Sly shooting down a Stuka with a
rifle the men eventually arrived in Brest. Alas, there was no established evacuation route so
the troops negotiated with the local French authorities to make use of a coal boat for their
return to England. The boat was emptied and made ready but the French crew refused to sail
it as it was unidentified and at risk of being bombed. However, Randall Sly had some sailing
experience and took charge again and they set off for England just twelve hours before the
town was captured by the Germans.



The boat arrived in Falmouth and, as | understand, was featured in two newspapers. One
story apparently included an image of a line of troops (I have yet to find a copy), whereas the
second story was featured in the News of The World on 23rd June 1940 and includes a
picture of the coal boat ... but the story does not end there.

Shortly after arrival in Falmouth the soldiers were hastily loaded onto a troop train and
departed, heading east ... destination unknown. After heading out of Cornwall into Devon
and through Exeter, Wilf realised the train must pass reasonably close to his family home in
Buckland St. Mary, so he hatched a plan as he knew the train would head either south
through Chard Junction or take the northerly 'mainline’ route via Taunton. Wilf was keen to
let his wife know he was alive and well as he had been 'missing’ for at least eleven days, the
plan was to find paper and pencil and to write a letter to throw from the moving train hoping
that it would be found and posted home. The hastily written letter was apparently found on
the platform, it was posted and arrived at Buckland St. Mary, as | understand after the normal
delivery round, but the postman made a special trip; the letter survives to this day.’

THE LAST TO LEAVE BREST.
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Grateful thanks to Wilf’s
grandson Tim Collins for much of the information and many of the documents used or
referred to here.
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STATEMENT AS TO DISABILITY.

form Officers and Soldiers in H. leave thorefrom
(This --u"hm:h-b- - in 7- ve -

o-n-bm&‘ummmm.mnnm’ﬂn the Colours
or not, will be given an opportunity of filling in this Form. Should he not
wish to put forward any claim in respect of & Disability due to Military
Service he must sign the Statement hereunder to this offect, in the presence
uuo.«-umvm-tnnunuum-., who will witness the
Signature. Whether & Claim is made or not, this Form will be forwarded
by the Unit Commander, in the case of. every Officer, direet to the Secretary,
War Office; and in the case of every Soldier, to the Record Office of his Unis.

- Gt gy Szt o s
. vy -
Regiment or Corpa. QM\ M Bz loydmh-.h-_’ y

....L...m. € = Plp, | (@ Vormer Rogimest o Corpe wih -
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mm%” __ _:L

Age last birthday —
._“,}(nu- 1#‘ g / : u(n..) M "R I S

Medieal Category or Grade in which joined
1

' 1 do not elaim 4o bo sufforing from & dissbilityjdee to my milltary sorvics.
2 Place of Examinsti

—— — S -
| } Bignature 0&-:-‘-—..‘

Before the claimant answen questions 1 —8 the fullowing should be read by, of 40, him :—

“ Your statement will be checked by Oficial Records. l.-m-cq-u—!.-y-p‘l
matters which in

Sultehe X ;-oﬂd--l..-v-dww'“p--lrn‘

‘lhm'ﬂl:-—tlhod—hummﬁud after completing the form will sign &8,

The Offeer will wit the
e = itoess signature. If the claimant cannot write, he will affix his mark, such A

1. (a) 1n what eountries have you g p } JaurF 1Y (o /(’7;/?.

quﬁa-J-—,-
Chain Mgl Ruills

D you suffer from the disense

or injury meutioned in above
sawer S0 Question 2, or
suything like it before jotning
the Army ? 11 s, give details
aud datea

THIS PORTION IS NOT TO BE COMPLETED IF A CLAIN IS NOT MADE

(M4s00) WeTSANILIT J0tm 11/18 g1 UAS B 14




7. What is the oame sod sddrow |
of your last emiployer bafore
Joining the Army ?

6 What wes —
(a) your Industrial Group
occupation before jols-
Ing the Army?
() your teade or calling
before jolning  the
Amuy?
(To be checked from A.B. 439,
AB 64, 0r AVB 109)

hhmwumb—.-‘lq—hlu‘hn o add o s
Place of E G "2:”

Duate l ” % ‘ - (‘h—)

OPINION OF THE EXAMINING MEDICAL OFFICER.
Clear and definite answors to the following questions are to bo carefully filled in iy .t

m
lmuh«lduolm a4 it is osontial that the Minister of Pensions should be in posscssion of
most reliable lufurmation to enable him t0 decide up-n 4he applicant’'s claim 1 peasion.

Exprossions such as * -y."m"‘p-uy. &eo., should be avoided.

(il) The rates of pension vary sccording to whether the disability is (o) cansed or aggravatod by
mhmr—tw.\l;hhu—u——ﬂdmmpﬂtmm (1))
service, (geh-&‘l-hp-wuﬂi..(!)mwu hafor:

refor when the causes of & disability to differsntiate botween them

(141) When thers is more than one disbility the replies will distinguish botween them.

9. Give Diagnosis and particulan
ofi—

(6) Bach disablity claimed
=

L&u;a

oncds deferlii

:
1
i

; l

10. Btate whether each disability s
(@) Bervies during the presat war.
st

! '
) Mookl before the exp of the period of
twelve mouthe spoeially advised ?
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£
2
<
a
E
a
2
£
]

) What s the degroe of disabloment ot which in your opinion be
should be asscend ot prosent P
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Army Form B. 179

" Medical Report on an Invalid.,

sm.o.."' 10 Gﬂl.ll L')W\ . GaLl:
’ o.m%?j - Date___ QM G("L“UL \fo__

L Ua eECrve Dalts Tl “ 5 Agelast birthday 19
INMM} |q|‘f

3. Rank L . F"'""{ auJos

¢ veme OUeS .UL({uS uqm . s %u @mru
8. Disability.

Statement of Case.

Note —The to the are o be in by the Oficer in medical charge
of the case. In anecering lb- M vlll uu/ull' diseriminate the man's unsupported statements

: T LI
— 3

* and evidence recorded in his military and wedical documents.  He will also carefully distingwish cases

entively due to vemerval disease,

9. Dute of origin of disabiliy. /973

n e inituie. foetlont B ) Rt

11. Give «.ﬂ-ly the essential facts of the
history of the dwability, noting cutries
on the Idnl History Sheet bearing
on the ease.

//.A:/JLL.“.M‘,.,“"—‘“;
/o bt vThetd 4o 4 WA.L,{ﬁL:;Z'»m

12 (o) QIWJ\-I upi-i--hlh-u- /A .4*/ '7‘...7
® If you consider it 0 have
caused by active service, oli
or ondinary miliary i
specific
: attribute i
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. -
' 13, What is his present condition ?
Weight should be given in all caser
it is likely to afford evidence
oflhmc[lhlnhh'.' '

/17‘:"5-‘"7"-”- e o

. I the dissbility is au mjury, was it
cause]

(@) In action? -
(b) On field rervige? /ﬁ M
() On duty ?

(d) OF duty?

Was & Court of lnquiry held on the
injury ?
1f s0—(a) When?

) Where?

(e) Opinion?

Was an operstion performed? Il o,
what ?

. If not, was an operstion wlivised and
declined ¥

In case of loss or decay of tecth. In
the loss of weth the result of wonnds,

injury or disease, directly® sttribut
;ﬂn 10 active service ?
Do you reconunend

(@) Discharge as permancutly unfit,

or
) Change to England ?

e ST fntt K Pt
Otlicer in mediecal charge of ease.
I have satisfied myself of the general accuracy of this report, and concur therewith,

exceptt
Sation Kk Brit Mo kek U Pait.

pCl 1202 /'7 Officer in charge of Hospital.

®Loss of weth om, or imemediately alier, active servicn, should be attributed therato, woless there is ovidence that it
due to wene cther cause.
1 Dekcta this word i mo excrplions ase (o be made
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a Army Form D, 4004,

e ])escrnptwe Return of a Soldier discharged on account of Disability. -

Y INSFRUCTIONS.—Th be in the
= Y h'Lw-hh 1,::-!- -—:mm%-““hmnmld
ummumuhﬁmi‘ww"m' .a.:.‘.'..‘.“.:?:'."&i'.:‘..‘.'.."‘.".:‘:“"....,..‘“ ..a.u..'.!.‘-....' his
The = Kaak 7 Station.~ and - Dats * should be i s own hand: i
hmdsh—--ldhdl—duh—ﬂ-ﬂlylhmhm-i-
him, with the remainder of the » documents, to the Secretary, Koyal Hospital,
to the date of admission to pension should be noted in red ink.
.Uu,’u.f uqh
Regiment from which duuhugod ~ {d
00
Regimental Number 3”9 50 7

arish, n a ounty), ’"’"&' MWM
e e B0 o™l K, o

Height on discharge Feet Inches
Colour of Hair on discharge Colour of Eyes
Descriptive marks Complexion

Figure on discharge M
x .

Christian name of Father

Christian name of Mother

Wife's Maiden name in full

Date and Place of Marriage v

Christian names of Children ot n >

Nature and locality of civil employment desired Y bl Usk  gumd

e . =Jk..
I declare that I am the soldier mﬁw above, and that Wil Lh‘-‘ particulars contained in the above Statement
are, to the best of my knowledge, correct,

(Soldier's Signature in full) ulpl{hll Bd,j N wm{wu\a

swum%}u ~ "u& Date \A\-\t-%
I certity llu'. the above'named soldier signed the lo«(oh. declaration in my prescace, aod that the above

description and details are, to the best of my knowledge, correct. ” Medical Offcer /e
: / : B SApint Hospital.
Station o 4l ; te fed 222" /97

AL Borvion Abroad with B Yours Days

Period of Service and in what Corps ... o ) India

8. Africa

Disallowed
Service towards Pension

Dateinclusiveto which pay hasbeenl d Sum due on account
¢+ of advance of pension )

Bums due on account of publiec debts

Rank on Discharge

Character (as on Certificate of discharge)
Where born, and on what date

Date and Place of first Enlistment
Trade on Enlistment

Cause of Discharge

Number of G.C. Badges

Wounds, and Actions in which received

Other distinguishing marks

1 certify that the above details of service and other particulars are, to the best of my knowledge, correct.
Stahon. Officer w Charge
Date Records.
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Opinion of the Medical Board.

. -", s~ (i) Clear and decisive answers to the fullowing questions are 10 he carefully filled in : the Hoard, =, In
the cvent of the man being invalided, it is essential that the Commissioners of Chelsea Hospital be in possession

dm-amu-—mmmn—uﬂugmm'-u-u&

(i) Expresgons such as “may.” “might,” “ probably,” &c., should be avoided. .

i lirectly according to whether the disability is attributed to (s) active serviee,

®) climate, or () ordimary military service. It is therefore ewential when ing the cause of the disability to
.ﬁl-v-mll between them (se Articles 1162 and 1165, Pay Wasrant, 1913)

(iv) In answering question 20 the Board should be caelul to discriminate between disease resulting from military
conditions and disease 1o which the soldier would have been equally liable in civil life.

(v.) A disability is 10 be regarded as due to climate when it is cawsed by military service abread in climates where
there is & special liability 1o contract the disease.

20, (a) S hether the disability is the
e S g G A (ii.) Tt atentt Z (2.%
dim'n.. or (iii) ordisary military
service,

(b) If due to one of these causes,
to what specificconditions do the et
Board attribute it?

21, Has the disability been aggravated by

(@) Intesperance ?

(5) Misconduct ? o -

(e) Any ol the conditions mentioned 1‘0 .
in question 20, and if so, which ?

22 s the disability permanent? },.,M X%

2. 1t not what is ite probabl

minimum duration ?

1%a o

20 To what extent is his Nlt'i!y for L
eurving & full livelihood in Keneral

Inbour market lessened at present ? “hol lenaed "j Ml‘:\., ﬂu.au b

In defining the ecatent of his inability to p
s Rt s Gl L LM & O
1 or total incapacity.

To be sated in monthe, 'y
y

Is the man suffering from a disability

which would obeiously, as far as you can
jwige, enuse him tw be rejected by an N.
Approved Bociety under the Natiowal
Insurance Act?

i, T, T Nt eppheabl.
’

Do the Bourd recommend

) Dihrgs e permasety s, A Yl (3L
T A

Si Qum
STANDING ﬁﬁ?ﬁgfr«o BOARD— — - '—‘“E“@‘ﬁf A
SOUTHER:! COLIAND DISCHARGE / f/ ZZ % et

SutiGENTRE, WINCHESTER, — % 1 z.,fé\ S
Date  ? " NCT W17 2%( -/44’4‘.; (‘L )

80 :G;WBE AND mscum?:‘"/w (Z/Qf‘/b( ounG? ORI A 1.8

. - T N
Statiog Lo, Lo ollSSTER, T - | ORBEE 0T
e S0GCTSW '
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+Army Form B, 108,

Casualty FoRm—Aotlvo Service.
Regiment or (,'nrpn ‘ (‘

Surname I{A ristian A'nma w & bd
2 Christisn N ,4 /« g 7¢u

Age on Enlistinent. ., months
Enlisted (a)... /A ".v',ly T'erms of Service (a).... X224/ .......... Service mkon- !rom (n) lh. £ /X
Date of promotion to present rank........ Date of appointment to lance rauk...
Extended Qualification (b)
I ) (. ) or Corps Trade and Rate....
Sigoature of Officer.

Remarks

Date of
Place of Cassalty | Cotlty "'“"'":E:-':
o wment s

0 1n the sese of & man whs bas roengased for. o0 sulieted (n Sestivn D, Army Roserve, pastieniers of sosh to-sngagement o¢ sallsiment will bo Satred
W Sifnalier. Shosing Smih. & I WA W MT-F I LSS & DA Porm B (B 1e)
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; YEOVI, 70977 64007
‘g‘,'\/' Army Form B, 103 Regimental Number,,..Z. &l
p

Casualty Form—Active Service.

Regiment or Corps,..4...55.. /&n A3t /f‘l{w ,/’
Rnnk ﬂ ...... Bn no ¢ 2l ':.‘11 12 ‘L .
lulunon ” / Ago on luuhutmant /f Lyears... dl

7y 'l‘onm ol Bcrvlco (@) ZK.... %'kt Bervice reckons {om (a)....
ntnnk D-u of app t to lance rank,

Qualification ()

or Corpl T%

ﬂumunro of Officer,

HAKD SUS AREA Remarks
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THE LAST TO LEAVE BREST.
This naval demolition party, shown arriving at a British port, was left behind at Brest to destroy
the docks of LE.F.

after the evacuation the B.
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DID you nominate an unsung hero for one of our peace
medals? We received some fascinating letters from readers
detailing actions by people both during the war and
afterwards which they felt should be publicised and
recognised. Here are the stories and the names of the
unsung heroes we are proud to honour today . . .

By Rachel Carlyle

WAS June 11, 1940 and the young Sccond
Lieutenant Randell Sly was about to embark on
the most dangerous mission of his life.

During a terrifying six days

inoccupied France heandbis —~ AND ON THE

men were bombed from the
air, confronted by German
soldiers and endured terrible WAY HE
conditions as they marched

towards freedom. DOWNED A

But Mr SI ly, nrow' aged 82, was
never rewarded for his bravery —
and it hag taken until 1995 for his STU KA WITH
amazing story to be told.

French-speaking Mr Sly, then HIS RlFLE'

aged just 27, was working as

Sharpening his b

ayonet: Randell Sly

agsistant area commandant in
Bolbec for the Royal Warwickshire
Regiment when he was ordered to
take charge of 200 troops from
another regiment in 1940.

The men, from the Royal Pioneer
Corps, had lost all their officers and
found themselves in Le Havre in the
chaotic days after the occupation.

Mr Sly was told to take the men to
the River Loire to join the French
army. “We were told there was going
to be another line at the Loire, but of
course there was no French army
there at all” said Mr Sly, from
Whiteway Road in Bath.

“It was absolute chaos for six days
aswetravelled around France trying
to get out, and stay one step ahead of
the Germans.”

The weary party was under con-
stant pressure from German Stulkas,
once stumbled across a German
column at night — and were on board
a train when it was bombed.

MrSlysaid: “We were being chased
round by the Stukas, and one day I
suddenly thought ‘T've had enough of
this." Isenttwo volleys of rifle five and
they luckily hit the engine. The plane
crashed two miles away in the
woods.

“Nobody believes me now when 1|
say I shot down a plane with a rifle!”

Having lost just two men, the
exhausted troops finally arrived in
the Brittany port of Brest on dune 17
—just 12hours before it wascaptured
by the Germans.

There they boarded a ship bound
for Britain, and the sccond
lieutenant’s arduous task was finally
over. ButMrSly wasback on the front
line the following year when he was
promoted to the rank of Captain and
sent to Greece.
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Wartime escape hero identified after 55 years

RETIRED national park war-
den Fred Collins has tracked
down the mystery man who
helped his father escape from
occupied France 55 years ago.

Mr Collins, who lives at Timbers-
combe, has discovered fro.n a news-
paper feature lhe identity of *
mad lieutenant,” who brought hun~
dreds of British troops across the

. English Channel in an unmarked
coal ship.

He explained: “My father always
told us about this coal ship com-
manded by a mad lieutenant.

“Now, after reading a newspaper

article commemorating VE-Day, 1
realised this man must have been
2nd Lieut Randell Sly. And I have
written to him in Bath thanking
him for his bravery in steering a
ship across the channel when it
could have been bombed by Ger-
man planes.”

Mr Collins said his late father,
who lived at Buckland St Mary
until 1958, joined the army immedi-
ately war was declared in 1939. He
served with Pioneer Royal Engin-

eers and was with the British Ex- .

peditionary Force in France blow-
ing up fuel and ammunition dumps
ahead of the Germans.

He added that his father’s group
missed the Dunkirk evacuation and
was missing for a forlmght
- “His group got into Brest about
12 hours ahead of the enemy and

emptied a.French coal boat xo,

make room for troops to sail home
he said.

“The French refused to sail the
ship because it was unidentified

likely to be bombed once at

sea. But father told us there was
this mad lieutenant with some
sailing experience who volunteered
to navigate the ship back to Brit-
ain.”

The ship duly arrived in Fal

mouth and Mr Collins’ father sent
word of his safety by throwing an
unstamped letter out of his train
window as it rattled through Taun
ton station. 3

“My mother was’ convmced he
was_safe and’when the’ village

~gostman made a‘second trip to
T

ing thls letter we found she was
right.” o
Mr Collins senior  was also a
veteran of the First World War and
was 40 when he jomed up for his
second war. .

Repon by
BOB BARRON
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Son’s praise for
unsung hero of
wartime escape

AN unsung hero finally commemorated by the
Western Daily Press hassolved a wartime mystery for
one West family.

Retired Exmoor ranger Fred Collins never learned how
his father Wilf, a veteran of two world wars, managed to
escape from France after it was overrun by the Nazis in
1940.

But a Press article on how Second Lieutenant Randell Sly
saved 200 men by sailing them out of occupied France has
finally solved the 45-year riddle.

Now Mr Collins has passed on his thanks to Mr Sly, from
Bath, for his bravery in steering a coal ship across the
Channel where it could have been bombed by German

planes.

Wilf Collins, who fought
for his country in World
War I, signed up again the
minute Britain declared
war on Nazi Germany —
despite having passed his
40th birthday.

He joined the Pioneer
Royal Engineers and was
with the DBritish Expedi-
tionary Force in occupied
France blowing up fuel and
ammunition dumps ahead
of the German advance.

“They got into Brest
about 12 hours ahead of the
enemy and found a French
coal-carrying boat, which

they had to shovel empty to_

take the weight of the
troops,” said his son, now
of Timberscombe, near
Minehead.

“My father always told
how the French refused to
sail it as the boat. was
unidentified and likely to
be sunk by anyone when it
entered the sea.

“But he told me there
was a mad lieutenant on
board who had some yacht-
ing experience and volun-
teered Lo navigate the boat
to Britain."”

That “mad” lieutenant
was 27-year-old Randell
Sly. who was sent to com-
mand the regiment when
they had lost all their
officers.

By Andy Smith

For six terrifying days
Mr Sly and his 200 men
marched through France,
dodging enemy fire and
avoiding Stukas.

Atone point, MrSly even
shot down a Stuka with his
machine gun — and the
party duly arrived in Brest
12 hours before the
Germans arrived, and
sailed to Britain.

“It appears my father
owed higz;fely to Mr Sly,
along with all those other
men and families who owe
himagreat debt of thanks,”
said Mr Collins.

“My father actually got
word of his safety to us by
throwing an unstamped
Jetter in an open envelope
out of the train window as
it went through Taunton to
his next posting.

“Our village postman
made a second trip out to
bring it to us. so that my
mother would not have to
worry any longer than was
necessary.

“But my mother was con-
vinced he was safe and the
letter she wrote to him
while he was missing in
France shows the resili-
ence of women in that era.




24

Campaign Stars, Clasps and

Medals

instituted in recognition of service

in the war of 1939-45

NUMBER OF STARS, MEDALS, 2
CLASPS or EMBLEMS ENCLOSED | )

Order of

Wearing Description of Ribbon

Clasp or Emblem
(if awarded)

Dark blue, red and light blue in three equal i
vertical stripes. This ribbon is worn with the ||
dark blue stripe furthest from the left shoulder. ||

1 1939-45
tar

Battle of
Britain

2 Atlantic

Blue, white and sea green shaded and watered.
Star

This ribbon is worn with the blue edge furthest || |
from the left shoulder.

Air me Europe

France and Germany

3_Air Crew

Light blue with black edges and in addition a |
Europe Star

narrow yellow stripe on either side.

Atlantic or
hance and Germany

4 Africa
tar

Pale buff, with a central vertical red stripe and ||
two narrower stripes, one dark blue, and the ||

other light blue. This ribbon is worn with the ||
dark blue stripe furthest from the left shoulder. |

|North Africa 1942-43

8th Army or
Ist Army or

Dark green with red edges, a central yeliow
stripe, and two narrow stripes, one dark blue
and the other light blue. This ribbon is worn
with the dark blue stripe furthest from the left
shoulder.

6 Burma
tar

Dark blue with a central red stripe and in
addition two orange stripes.

Pacific

7 Italy

Five vertical stripes of equal width, one in red
Star

at either edge and one in green at the centre,
the two intervening stripes being in white.

8 France

Five vertical stripes of equal width, one in
and Germany
Stal

blue at either edge and one in red at the centre, |
the two intervening stripes being in white.

Atlantic

Flame coloured with green edges, upon each‘

9 Defence
Medal of which is a narrow black stripe.

Silver laurel leaves
| (King’s Commenda-
tion for brave
conduct. Civil)

10 War A narrow central red stripe with a narrow ||
Medal white stripe on either side. A broad red||
1939-45 stripe at either edge, and two m(er»enmg‘

stripes in blue.

Oak leaf

AOY A ASILLETY

ORDS

6 JUL1S
SAVOY HOrrL,

BOURNEMOI .« M.

1\01/‘37of ..Rank... /',/C/ ............. Name.

300

ARMY FORM W5258

ECORD OF SERVICE

COLEINS:..

(in block letters)

Served in Regts/Corps as follows :

Regt./Corps From

Assn. joined
with date

__Remarks by Assn.

For NOTES see reverse.

(1761) Wt.10180 500m (16) 6/45 Gp.997 C&SLid
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Skittles - Wilf Collins far left
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