FRED KNIGHT

Without more information it’s impossible to be certain whether this is (1) Fred son of Mark &
Mary Knight of Birchwood, born on January 26 1890 and educated at Brown Down and
Buckland St Mary Schools. Or (2) Fred John, born January 1901, son of Alfred and Bessie
Knight, and brother of Arthur and Samuel, whom we’ve already looked at. One Fred appears
on the Memorial Board, but neither are on the Absent Voters Register nor Buckland St Mary
School’s Roll of Honour.

Fred John would have been barely old enough to have served (not 18 till 1919) so probability
points to Fred of Birchwood. They were both, incidentally, christened Fred, not Frederick.
We’ll look at both of them.

FRED KNIGHT son of Mark & Mary Knight, born 26 January 1890

Fred was the only boy among six sisters. Mark was an agricultural labourer, and the family
lived in Birchwood and at Hornsey Cottages. By 1911 Fred too was a farm worker, but we’ve
been unable to work out his war service — there are just too many Fred Knights to pin point
him without some other identifying detail.

Fred, then a Dairyman aged 29, married Fanny Spiller, aged 25, on 26 February 1919 at
Dunkeswell. In the 1924 Electoral Register they were living at Hornsey Cottages. By 1939
they were dairy farming at Willtown, near Tiverton, with their schoolboy son William, and
Fanny Spiller, Fanny Knight’s mother. One corroborating detail is that Fred’s date of birth is
given correctly in the 1939 Register. Fred died in Tiverton in the summer of 1957.

FRED JOHN KNIGHT son of Alfred & Bessie Knight, born January 9
1901 — ? 14650539 Gunner F.J.Knight, 72 LAA Regt, RA

Fred John was one of the eight surviving children of Alfred and Bessie Knight. Their sons
Arthur and Samuel also served in WW1. There’s contradictory information on his birth in the
BSM Parish Register and School Register (possibly March 1901) and in the GRO Indexes —
March Quarter 1900. As with the older Fred, it’s not been possible to trace his WWI service
career.

He married Gertrude Marsh of Hook, Dorset in 1926 in Poole; they had two children, Cyril
and Doris. In the 1939 register they are in Poole, but Fred’s name is missing; Gertrude is
there, still married, with her presumed cousin Henry, plus two redacted records, probably her
children. The register shows her remarriage, on November 27 1950, to (Walter) Fitch — the
GRO record shows they were married in Poole.

So where was Fred? He was young enough to have served in WW2 (compare another WWI
survivor, Wilfred Collins) and, curiously, no record can be found of his death between 1939
and 1950. The only credible reference we have found (through the CWGC) is to a Gunner in
the Light Anti Aircraft Regiment, who died on 11 October 1947 and is buried in Manor Park
Cemetery, East Ham, Section 147, Grave D463.
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