SAMUEL KNIGHT, Private 13835 1%t Somerset Light Infantry
Private 640447 Labour Corps

Sam Knight was born in Buckland St Mary on September 9 1883, the youngest child in a family
of 12. He was baptised in Buckland on November 4 that year, and went to school there, starting
in May 1887 — which seems surprisingly young. His parents were John and Elizabeth Knight;
when Samuel was born they were farming at Trotts Farm; by 1911 their address was still Trotts,
with John working as a woodman, and Samuel (the only one still at home) as a quarryman.

Sam must have volunteered fairly early in the war — he was in France by March 24 1915. He
had enlisted in the 1% SLI; their muster roll shows him returning to England on June 5 1916.
There is no indication as to why — no information on wounds or illness. It was perhaps at this
point that he was transferred to the Labour Corps; there are notes showing the award of his
service medals; he was discharged to Class Z on March 4 1919. He’s on the School’s Roll of
Honour, and appears in the 1918 Absent Voters list.

It’s unclear whether he married; there is a marriage entry for the summer of 1922 in the Chard
area, where a Samuel Knight married Helen Hunt. When Sam appears on the 1939 Register
he is however living alone, and in rather odd circumstances, his address being given as “Shed
in Farm Lane”. This seems to be east of Castle View (now Castle Cross), not the Farm Lane
where Higher Buckland Farm now is. He was described as “General labourer, hedger and road
worker”; his status is Married. Sam died in the late summer of 1943.
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