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HORACE JOHN MILLMAN, Private 17238, 457th Agri. Coy, Labour 

Corps 

Horace was born on January 18 1893 in Pancrasweek, near Holsworthy in Devon.  The 

Millmans were a Devon family; father William was born at Pancrasweek, and was farming at 

Puckland Farm in 1901.  By 1911 the family had moved to Castle Farm, Buckland St Mary, 

possibly because of the death in 1910 of William, aged 59, leaving the farm in the charge of 

his widow Elizabeth and oldest son William.  There were originally 9 children in the family, 

but by 1911 four had died (the 1911 Census asked for this statistic).  

 

Horace moved to Buckland with the rest of the family, but probably after 1911.  By the time 

his father died he was 17, and the next year, 1911, he was living with his uncle John Millman’s 

family, farming near Holsworthy at Youldon, Sutcombe, and working as a trapper on the farm. 

He’s included with the family at Castle Farm on the Absent Voters List of 1918. 

 

The Absent Voters List places him as  Private 17238, 457th Agricultural Company, Labour 

Corps, but no record of him can be found in a search through Ancestry: no Military record, no 

mention in the 1939 Register of England and Wales.  The search is complicated by the fact that 

another Horace John Millman was born in 1893; he went into the Navy in 1908, and all the 

Millman records concern him and a Horace Frank Millman, born 1895 and also a Naval 

pensioner.  

 

However, a brief mention is made of him in The Courier in May 1916, when his mother 

appealed for him at the Military Tribunal.  This establishes that he was working for her at Castle 

Farm, and that he must have joined the Army after August 1916: she appeals for him to stay 

on the farm till the end of August to help with the haymaking; this is granted. 

 

The 457th served in Perth, Scotland in the War.  A Horace John Millman died in 1967, aged 

74, in the Honiton area, and this is probably the correct Horace; his date of birth is correct, 

and he was living at a cottage near Axminster.  The other Horace John had died in 1953 in 

Plymouth.   The following information about the Labour Corps may throw some light on the 

difficulty of finding information: 

 

‘The Corps grew to some 389,900 men (more than 10% of the total size of the Army) by the 

Armistice. Of this total, around 175,000 were working in the United Kingdom and the rest in 

the theatres of war. The Corps was manned by officers and other ranks who had been 

medically rated below the "A1" condition needed for front line service. Many were returned 

wounded. Labour Corps units were often deployed for work within range of the enemy guns, 

sometimes for lengthy periods……The Corps always suffered from its treatment as 

something of a second class organization: for example, the men who died are commemorated 

under their original Regiment, with Labour Corps being secondary. Researching men of the 

Corps was made more difficult by this …’ Forces War Records, online 
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The Courier, May 16 1916 
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