GEORGE MUTTER, Private 42895, 1% Dorsets

George was born on September 9 1897 to Eli and Sarah Mutter, who were farming at Whitford,
Corfe; he was the youngest of their 12 children; Eli was a farmer and lime merchant. The
family were born off the Blackdowns, at Corfe, Curland and Pitminster, but by the 1911 census
they were farming at Hisbeers Farm, Buckland St Mary. George came from school in Corfe to
Buckland School, which he still attended in 1911, aged 13.

George’s Service Records survive, so we have a good deal of detail about his quite brief army
career. He was called up late, in the summer of 1918, his papers dated Taunton, June 19 1918.
He was drafted into the 3" (Special Reserve) Battalion of the Dorset Regiment for training. His
original Attestation papers are dated January 22 1917, when his occupation is given as
Shepherd and farmer. He was 5ft 72 in and weighed 132Ibs.

The rather charred papers are not easy to decipher, but it looks as though his call up was
deferred, possibly on the grounds of providing a vital agricultural service. The rules on this
were tightened up in the last months of the war, with fewer exemptions allowed, much to the
annoyance of the Somerset War Agricultural Executive Board, who fought the farmers’ corner.

On October 10 the new recruits were posted to the BEF, France, joining the 1% Dorsets, but
George’s military career was mercifully brief, since he caught influenza (the dreaded Spanish
flu no doubt) at the end of December and was sent to Boulogne 55 Flu Hospital. On January
24 he left Boulogne for Fovant, and on the 28" was granted 28 days furlough. On February 25
he was discharged into the Z Reserve.

George was married in 1920 to Nelley North. In the 1939 Register he’s farming at Staple Hill
Farm, next door to the Ashford family, the parents of Louis Ashford who died in WW2. Among
the Ashfords’ photos is one of George Mutter with Mrs Ashford.

George died in November 1978 at the age of 81, when he was living just down the road at
Pennys Farm, Blackwater.
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George Mutter & Mrs Ashford at Staple Hill Farm



