ALBERT EDWARD SHIRE, Private 22450, 1% Battalion Somerset Light
Infantry, moved to 6%, 7" & 11" Battalions

Albert, or Bertie as he’s named in the Buckland School Register, was born on March 7 1897,
the second son of farm labourer Mark Shire and his wife Flora. Albert and his older brother
William were born in Corfe, where the family were living at the time. Albert was baptised
there on April 11. In 1901 they were at Windmill Hill, Ashill, and in 1911 at Swaddles Green,
Buckland St Mary; Albert was still at Swaddles Green with his own family in 1939.

When it gets to Albert’s Army career, things are more confusing. The Absent Voters’ List has
him down as Alfred Edward, but with the correct regimental number that follows him
throughout. He’s recorded as in the 1% Btn SLI, and he is there in the Battalion’s Casualty &
Muster Roll: embarked May 1 1917, joined Battalion on May 22; on February 26 1919 he
joined the 11" Btn. But on the SLI’s list of Victory Medal recipients, compiled in August
1920, he’s noted as having served in the 6" and 7" Btns — but, as we’ve said, he keeps the same
Regimental number throughout.

There is a memory about Albert (which supports the fact that he served in the 6™ Btn) that came
from John North, a nephew of Stanley North of the 6th Btn SLI; Stanley was killed on August
22 1916.

“....a story from Bert Shire, serving with Stanley. Bert was standing beside him when he was
shot; he was ‘shot clean’ — he didn’t suffer.”

At the end of the War Albert was discharged into the Z Reserve, on September 30 1919. He
was married in 1931 to Mary Webber; they had one daughter. In the 1939 Register he’s a dairy
farmer, and living at Swaddles Green with his family. He died in 1977 aged 80, when he was
living at Dommett Hill Farm.
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