THOMAS JOHN SPILLER, PRIVATE 47373 7™ West Riding Regt
PRIVATE R/4/140655 R.A.S.C.
27 JUNE 1901-15 MARCH 1975

Thomas was born on 27 June 1901 in Yarcombe, his parents Harry and Bessie Spiller. By
1911 he was one of 6 children, and they’d moved to Howstead in Otterford; Harry was a farm
carter. Thomas aged 9 was still at Brown Down school — he’d begun there on 25 November
1907, possibly (looking at the dates) when they’d moved from Yarcombe.

We have no further news of Thomas until he goes into the army; this must have been very
late in the war — he’d only have been 17 in the summer of 1918 — and it’s possible he never
went abroad. He’s listed as a Private in both the 7" West Riding Regiment and the RASC; he
was demobbed into the Class Z Reserves on 5 February 1919. Unfortunately we have no idea
what he did or where he was in that period.

After the war there was great change in the Spiller family. In April 1923 Thomas set sail to
Canada in the SS Empress of Britain, travelling on by the Canadian Pacific railway to
Cardale, Manitoba where his father Harry (and probably at least some of the rest of the
family) was living. Thomas planned to go farming. He’d paid for his passage himself, and
left his uncle John Spiller, his next of kin, at Venn Croft, Churchstanton.

Life in Canada must have worked out, as he remained there for the rest of his life. He
married Bertha Mae Westbrook at Strathclair, Manitoba on 18 November 1925. She died in
1968, and Thomas in 1975; they are buried at Hamiota, Western Manitoba.
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Thomas John Spiller
Birth: 27 Jun 1901 Yarcombe, East Devon District, Devon, England
Death: 15 Mar 1975 (aged 73) Rivers, Brandon Census Division, Manitoba, Canada
Burial: Hamiota Cemetery, Hamiota, Western Manitoba Census Division, Manitoba, Canada
Memorial #: 143321106
Family Members

Spouse

Bertha May Westbrook Spiller 1901-1968

Created by: High Plains (47607357)
Added: 4 Mar 2015
URL: https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/143321106/thomas-john-spiller

Citation: Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com : accessed 07 January
2021), memorial page for Thomas John Spiller (27 Jun 1901-15 Mar 1975), Find a Grave Memorial
no. 143321106, citing Hamiota Cemetery, Hamiota, Western Manitoba Census Division, Manitoba,
Canada ; Maintained by High Plains (contributor 47607357) .

MARRIAGE

Name: Thomas John Spiller

Gender: Male

Spouse: Bertha Mae Westbrook

Marriage Date: 18 Nov 1925
Marriage Place:  Strathclair, Manitoba, Canada

URL:  http://vitalstats.gov.mb.ca/Query.php
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