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RICHARD JOHN KENNETH WALTER, Private M2/119868, Army 

Service Corps 

 
Richard Walter wasn’t a native of the Blackdowns, but moved there after his marriage.  His 

father, also Richard, was a Solicitor, born in Stoke sub Hamdon, and living in Ilminster in West 

Street, near The Shrubbery, and later at Wake Hill, Ilminster.  Richard the younger, born on 

February 27 1886,  was schooled at Uppingham, the public school in Rutland, and married 

Mary Durham in 1911.   

 

 

It was a wedding of a different 

sort, taking paragraphs of The 

Courier (February 11, 1911) 

to describe the dresses, the 

occasion, the presents. Here is a 

short sample. 

  

The young couple moved into the 

Grange in Buckland St Mary in 

1911, one of a group of properties 

owned in Buckland St Mary by 

his father. Richard senior may 

have been a solicitor, but his son 

describes himself simply as being 

of ‘Private Means’, and later as 

‘Gentleman’. 

 

He must have joined up during 

1915, before conscription, and 

was sent to France on September 

8.  The prefix of ‘M2’ to his 

Regimental number means he 

was in the Mechanical Transport 

section of the ASC, possibly as a 

Driver. On his Medal Roll Index 

Card the Regiment is described as 

simply the ASC, but ‘R’ has later 

been added, as it was given a 

personal seal of approval by 

George V. 

 

There is no indication that 

Richard was moved elsewhere; he 

was demobbed by March 5 1919, 

when he was assigned to Class Z, 

the Class devised to allow quick 

call up if necessary. 
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Richard senior died in 1925, leaving an estate of some £44000. His Buckland St Mary estates 

were sold in 1926. 

  
The Grange, Buckland St Mary 

 

Sometime after the war the junior Walters moved to Teignmouth, where they’re to be found at 

the 1939 Register of England and Wales.  Richard is still described as of Independent Means; 

he’s also noted as an ARP (Air Raid Protection) Warden.   When he died on April 16 1976 

aged 90 they had moved to Hereford. 
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1891 CENSUS 

 

 
 



4 
 

 
 

The Grange from the south 
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Somerset War Agricultural Executive records for the Walters’ land 
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