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FREDERICK YARDE, Gunner (Shoeing Smith) 89967, RFA 

 
Frederick  was born on April 23 1882, one of the 11 children of Henry and Jessica Yarde; his 
father was a roadman and general labourer, as was Frederick himself.  He was married on 
May 22 1905 to Olive Sarah Crandon; in 1911 they were living at Staple Hill, and by 1915 had 
6 children. 
 

Frederick’s Service Records survive (in a somewhat charred condition), so we have a lot of 

detail about his army career. He enlisted on April 7 1915 when he was 33, and working as a 

Carter. He was assigned to the 3rd Somerset Light Infantry, Regt number 17632; the 3rd were a 

training Battalion for new troops.  At this time the family were living at Tanyard, Kingston [St 

Mary].  Frederick was 5ft 7in, his physical development good; he was classified as A1. At some 

point in these first weeks Frederick decided he wanted to transfer into the RFA, where his elder 

brother was serving; this was approved, and he transferred (from Plymouth to Corfe Castle) to 

the Ammunition Column 79 Bde RFA, Regt No 89967.  We can find no elder brother, but his 

younger brother Albert was serving. 

 

During this time Olive and the children had gone back into Taunton, to Woodford Buildings in 

the High Street.  In his early days in the Army in 1915/16 Frederick seems to have been posted 

from one  Regiment to another – the Wiltshires, the Worcestershires and the Devons, but 

presumably still attached to the RFA. His RFA Brigade were posted to the Exeter area, and his 

family came to live in Topsham.  It looks as if he didn’t get posted overseas to France  till 17 

May 1918. 

 

In 1916 there’s a curious episode where his wife gets in touch with the Army seeking news of 

her husband ‘…and kindly help me to get him home..’.  Unfortunately these pages are too badly 

damaged to make out clearly. 

 

On February 20 1919 he was transferred to the Z Reserve, his address given as White Street, 

Topsham; on March 3 there’s a note on his papers saying 

‘This man proceeded to Fovant Dispersal Centre, & 

embarked on 22.1.19 per SS Poona’.  This seems like a 

journey in the wrong direction, but maybe the dispersal 

centre was for men going to Fovant. 

 

 

SS Poona, troopship 

 

There is a report in The Courier for September 1919 of a case brought by the NSPCC against 

Olive and Frederick (now living with another woman) for child neglect.  It makes unpleasant 

reading. 

 

Frederick’s name appears in the 1939 Register for England & Wales; he’s in Exeter and 

working as a Blacksmith.  He appears to have acquired a new family, the children born after 

the war.  He died in 1948 aged 66; his first wife, Olive, died in Taunton in 1968 aged 83. 
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