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Private

WILLIAM COLLINS
638237 7th Devon Regiment

651 Agricultural Company, Labour Corps

(18 JULY 1876-1944)

William was born and brought up in Buckland St Mary, but probably because he moved away after leaving 
school, and did not return till later in life, his name was overlooked when it came to a listing on the Church 
Memorial Board. His nephew Wilfred Collins is recorded there, and now, in 2021, we have remembered his 
brother Simon. Unfortunately, we did not learn of William’s existence until it was too late to include him in our 
main book, Vanished Lives. It is likely that others with a similar story will be brought to our notice in future and 
will then be added to this website.

William was one of the younger children in a family of ten, their births spread over twenty years – Mary the 
eldest was born in 1860, the youngest, Simon q.v., in 1882 and William himself in 1876. Their parents were 
Temperance, and Charles, a gamekeeper living at Grange Cottage on the Grange estate, just north of the Eagle 
Tavern,1 off the A303. Some at least of the children went to Buckland St Mary school (some may have gone 
to Broadway), but somehow William’s name has been left off the School Register – entered, and then crossed 
through, with different details of dates of birth and parentage added of (apparently) another William Collins, 
son of William of Ham. William was baptized in the Church at Buckland St Mary with four of his brothers and 
sisters on 2 June 1884.

By the time he was 14, in 1891, he was living with his older sister Emily and her husband John Board at Cricket 
Malherbie; John was a cowman, and William worked as a cowboy. The Board family had been neighbours of 
the Collins family at Grange Cottage, and earlier in Bishopswood, and John was an uncle of Frank, another 
WWI Survivor.

1  As of 2020, La Campagna.
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William may never have gone back to live at Grange Cottage, and the next time we meet him, in 1901, he is 
lodging at Orchard Street in Weston-super-Mare with his younger brother Simon and working as a Quarryman’s 
labourer. The census was taken on the night of 31 March 1901. On 9 November he married Kate Amelia Dyer 
in Weston-super-Mare, though, oddly, in the details given on William’s Army Service records it is recorded as 
Ilminster. She had been born in Cherington, near Shipston-on-Stour, Warwickshire and lived in villages in that 
locality, but by 1901 was working as a servant to a family in Weston-super-Mare.

They had six children: John in 1902, Ellen, Alice, Charles, Mildred 
and James in 1919. Their births are listed in William’s Army Service 
documents, which gives us some idea where they were living at 
those times. John was born in Weston-super-Mare, but Ellen’s 
birth in 1903 was described as in Ilminster, and she and John were 
baptized at nearby Knowle St Giles on 9 August 1903. It may be 
that they were living just up the road at Cricket Malherbie with 
William’s sister Emily Board and her family. However, by the time 
Alice was born in 1906 they were back in the area near Weston, and 
probably living at the address which remains their principal one – 
Dutch Road, Mark, near Burnham-On-Sea. 

That is an interesting road name, which hints at who may have 
been involved in land drainage on that part of the Somerset Levels. 
Unfortunately, we have not yet been able to unearth details of how 
it came to be used.

William’s Army Service records survive, from which we have 
extracted the following information – but there are other coded 
references which we have not been able to decipher. (The papers are 
here on the website for you to inspect.) 

William was called up in 1916, joining at Weston-super-Mare on 
17 July 1916, when he was already over 40. He was classed as CII, 
to ‘Labour at Home’. He had been sent to the 7th Battalion of the 
Devonshire Regiment, a Cyclist Battalion detailed for service in 
Home Defence. He was transferred to the Royal Defence Corps on 

29 September 1916; on 22 June 1918 he was transferred to the Gloucestershire Regiment, and then finally to the 
Labour Corps in July 1918 – the 651 Agricultural Corps, based in Devizes. He was discharged into the Class Z 
Reserve on 12 February 1919, signing a form to say that ‘I do not claim to be suffering from a disability due to 
my military service’.

When their youngest son James was born in 1919 his birth was registered in Axbridge, so the family had most 
likely remained in Mark. Unfortunately, as with so many of these men, a curtain is drawn across their existence 
after they leave the Army, and it is not until the 1939 Register that they emerge again. By then William and Kate 
had returned to Buckland St Mary, and were living at Brokenway, just off Hare Lane; the children have grown 
and gone, and William is working as a general labourer. He died in 1944 aged 68 and was buried at Buckland 
St Mary on 25 August.

Brokenway, Dommett, 
Buckland St Mary

The Church at Knowle St Giles, now a 
private residence.
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Additional Information

Census 1861

Census 1871
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Census 1871

Census 1881
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Census 1881

Census 1891
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Census 1891

Census 1901
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Census 1911

Census 1901
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Kate Dyer - Baptism Certificate 1877

Alice Collins - Baptism Certificate 1906
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Henry & Ellen Collins - Baptism Certificate 1903
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Mildred Collins - Baptism Certificate 1916

William Collins - Service Records
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William Collins - Service Records

William Collins - Service Records
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William Collins - Service Records

William Collins - Service Records
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William Collins - Service Records

William Collins - Service Records
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1939 Register


