
EDWARD ELI KEITCH, Private12235 7th Battalion, Somerset Light Infantry 

12 November 1897 – 25 April 1974 

Edward was the fourth son of William and Amanda Keitch. He was born on 1 November 1897, and 

christened in BSM on 12 December.  The family lived at Betham, Combe St Nicholas; William was a 

general labourer, and Edward, by 1911 the oldest son at home, was working as a labourer too. His 

older brother Charles had emigrated to the US in 1913 – it must have seemed a way out into a more 

challenging life. By 1920 Charles was married and farming in Wisconsin, where he remained for the 

rest of his life. 

We know nothing further of Edward’s life till he appears in the 7th Battalion of the SLI in 1915.  He 

must have enlisted before conscription, as he’s in France by 24 July 1915. The 7th’s path is traced 

briefly in The Forces War Record (online):  

“1915 

Trench familiarisation and training in Fleurbaix area. 

1916 

The Battle of Mount Sorrel, The Battle of Delville Wood, The Battle of Guillemont, The Battle of 

Flers-Courcelette, The Battle of Morval, The Battle of Le Transloy. 

1917 

The German retreat to the Hindenburg Line, The Battle of Langemarck, The Battle of the Menin Road 

Ridge, The Battle of Polygon Wood, The Cambrai Operations. 

1918 

The Battle of St Quentin, The actions at the Somme crossings, The Battle of Rosieres. 

11.11.1918 Ended the war at Feignies north of Maubeuge, France.” 

 Edward was wounded in September 1916 in the battles that followed the Somme attack of 1 July. 

The records of the 31st Ambulance Train are very brief. He was wounded, with a gunshot wound to 

his left leg, on 28 September 1916, taken by train from Abbeville to Le Havre, but then ‘discharged 

back to duty’ on September 29 . (MH106/2068, National Archives). 

 By the end of his service he was an Acting Corporal, and was demobbed into the Z Reserve on 12 

March 1919. It would seem from the 7th Battalion records that he was in the trenches in France for 

that whole period. 

He married Gertrude Winspur in 1919; they had three children, Thelma, Brian and Roy.  By 1920 they 

had moved to the Midlands (Thelma was born in Tamworth), and in the 1939 Reg they were living at 

Reddicap Hill, Sutton Coldfield.  Edward was working as a self-employed window cleaner.  When he 

died on 25 April 1974, living at Four Oaks, Sutton Coldfield, he left £5264, a respectable sum for the 

time. 
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