WILLIAM MADDOCK

Regt ?

28 October 1885 — 1963

William was born in BSM on 28 October 1885, and baptized on 27 December that year. He was one
of the sons of James and Sarah Ann Maddock. James was a coachman, we think probably to the
Lance family; the Maddocks family were living at Roses Cottage, next door to Roses

Farm. This is the present Humble Cottage, right in the centre of the village. William and his brother
Charles attended BSM School, William from 17 July 1888 to 24 December 1897, when he would have
been 12 years old, and just old enough to leave.

By the 1901 census he was living at Court Gardens in Butleigh, near Wells, working as a garden boy
and boarding with the family of the gardener Tom Carter. The Maddock family, despite their not too
common surname, have proved difficult to keep track of — they don’t seem to have had the same
close link with a place that so many of their village contemporaries had. By 1911 father James was
working as a coachman in West Bagborough, living on his own. His wife Sarah Ann was in hospital in
Bath. William was working as a Groom, lodging with the coachman’s family in Lambeth Mews,
Clarges Street, Mayfair.

When it comes to war service the problem is the same; there are a lot of William Maddocks, and
without any clear idea of where he might have been living or any regimental details we’ve been
unable to pinpoint him. After the war it’s a different matter, because he got married in July 1919 in
Croydon. At the time he was living at Addiscombe and his wife Beatrice in Thornton Heath. He was
a lift attendant, and describes his father James’s profession as ‘Gentleman’.

William and Beatrice remained living in Croydon; they had seven children, and in 1939 were living at
24 Thornton Road with their eldest daughter Norah and (probably) Beatrice’s parents and younger
sister. Their own younger children (the youngest born in 1936) are notable by their absence. William
was still working as a lift attendant.

William is recorded as having died in 1963 in St Germans, Cornwall; this seems well out of his
expected area, but no other credible record can be found. Beatrice died in 1986 in Bromley.
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