WALTER ROBERT HOOPER, K.9742 Stoker R.N.

Walter, born July 14 1892 and baptised on September 11 1892 in Buckland St Mary, was one
of the 12 children of Richard and Sarah Hooper. Richard was a farm labourer, born in
Combe St Nicholas, as were all but two of the children, while Sarah came from
Whitestaunton; they lived at Long Lye.

The children went to school in Buckland St Mary; two of them, Sidney and Walter, appear on
its Roll of Honour, and three of the brothers — John, Sidney and Walter - are on the Church
Memorial Board; thankfully all survived the War. Walter, the School Roll tells us, was
wounded, but we have no further detail about that.

Like his brothers John and Sidney , Walter chose not to stay in Buckland. He had worked as a
labourer after leaving school, and then signed on with the Navy in December 21 1910 for 12
years as a stoker, Devonport being his Port Division. His papers give a brief description of
him: he had black hair and hazel eyes and was 5ft 672in tall. When he signed on again in
1922 he was slightly taller, had lost the first joint of the forefinger of his right hand and had
tattoos on both forearms. His Character was ‘VG’ and his Efficiency mainly ‘Sat[isfactory]’.
He was still in the Navy at the end of 1941 and must | think have been retired then — he
would be 50 in July 1942 — at least to a shore job. The second sheet of his records, from 1929
to 1941 is overstamped with a ‘D’ — possibly for discharged? The final entry for Character —
VG - and Efficiency ‘Sat[isfactory]’ has ‘D/shore’ under Date; Possibly ‘Discharged to
Shore’?

The ships on which he served are all listed in his papers: Pembroke I1, Aeolus, Vivid I,
Indus, Exmouth, Vivid 11, Marlborough, Vivid Il, Defiance, Vivid Il, Woolwich (Taurus),
Woolwich (Sesame), Vivid Il, Laburnum, Vivid Il, Hood, Tiger, Vivid Il, Exeter, Vivid Il,
Osprey, Drake Il, Baldur, Hecla. Vivid Il was the Naval Barracks at Devonport. These are all
findable on the internet; we picture his first and the Marlborough, mentioned in the Absent
Voters List.

Gunboat HMS Trent, aka HMS Pembroke |l,

harbour vessel



Walter married Sarah Ann Lee by license at Taunton Register Office on 23 February 1918.
They were both living in Pitminster at the time. Between 1919 and 1935 they had seven
children: Walter, Bessie, Dorothy, Florence, Ernest, Richard and Stella. All the births were
registered in the Chard area, and by the time of the 1939 Register they were living at
Stantway in Combe St Nicholas. Walter senior’s name is not there — the records appear to
show he was at sea.

After that we have no further information. Strangely Walter died many miles away in
Knaresborough, North Yorkshire aged 88; he was then a retired council worker.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION



Page 16

Page 17

BM) Londn | B & b P L.

| BAPTISMS solemnized in the Parish o
‘ County o
| eight hundred nml_Mf

f. A“M% in the
in the year One thousand

BAI“TIS\IS solemnized in the Parish of‘.x_«.a/ﬁ.u( .&-7 _in the
Py ____in the year Ornle thousand

County of . Fsatacs

eight hundred and_ Mta—

Aonl  Deptined.

lla-‘n-“w.

| =
Chrisian Name.,

Quality, Trade,

| Deptized. ;m-...s_.

|

Purvata’ Namen,

Qualty, Trade,

WP 18 ga

Ag ‘,4/.4(
2 e

[ No,1m

Gtz
S

| 1893

| p2| 1892

Va

Z.rre.

Llnt
Aty

/73

| 4

2
|

.’7

/72

v

2/

Ve

Ly

72

‘9

A




Adminisirative County ol 0 AnLANLE

The undermentioned Houscs are situsto within the boundaries of the

i

@ Civil Parish

g _;xummm Parish
n«mm, Z Heibilos

Wanbal-thwmiput-Boreesh

|

/i it o Taral Diatrict ‘

[

of__&

Page 17
3 Fown-or Village ...u-ﬁn
S Yot

Parlismentary
or Division

aloonds &

Lol V. Qespylas

10 bl
{0

iy ]

)

_Hgmmé‘nm
falta
W“”““"I”"}!"h e e o
(}zm/r Govnt-__Oto |

dv

Tuployer,
1| BOAD, STREET. besres | . PROFESSION OR OCCUPATION Worker, ""'.:‘"‘ WHERE BORN ey
Tioae

Own wosount

bt gearct f/zwwe Heads 1] 2 I
Pl[m_,nuul Gruunel Docew | 2
‘E&mu( Lottanel Do

,“1 I sfecdiined son.
Vitiiawa & Daveq| Veilse

Joayls Mewwse | lia |
s o
auta 6 F3eet

[pacas |
Vetne Pt foucte |

r/zuf 4 '
\/ “a 77
Moy IMyxer M 7
gyeieon. 2ty

5 ’!o,_ | T / pf/(_, 0;71
1
(. 1 ﬂni«u«,

gt
Wettarr Hecick
Yook Hewth
Voilorar Hewtd
Yool Heed.
Ydeer, Heik. |
Yevege Setotar
Wlispnletd Sotslun
V/ it Morfier
///zrr/ur (u/z
€ Mpopun | Duun|
Vrofun|
/«wn é//nl/uu % 7
A AN ,‘,/
ltrey A _trmpool ,(m‘
Taaa«w § lgrper|_r

=

|
Total of Males and of Females,

(e i Jbﬂa’y;k e
_|tayetwate, ty
wed Vi ad

== el 7 &
‘Jﬂ Ao £ |
/;b((‘aw:\/gn
AML
o ¢
/)(u%.! lelera

‘é;au. }7{1?"(’11 2 /€ )

7

‘llum. ‘/)Ll.ﬂ‘

&LL ‘o
v |
Yo
1229

Za
lr2

./

V74 ,\

Bhealor o
and of Tone- |
ot

4l

Jour pen Throwugh auch words ¢ (he heudings as are T —

Eng.—Sheet B,

RG 13/2292

PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE REFERENCE :- CROWN COPYRIOHT -

1901 CENSUS WALTER HOOPER



SURNAME__ _HOOPER . Laf XE ""‘\._.urncm NUMBER K, 9749

) A IP()N Division ___ Dey,
CHRISTIAN NAMES Wzlter Robert
/ Date of Birth 14 July,. 1892
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CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF MARRIAGE GIvEN AT THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE

Application Number 14576258-1
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CERTIFIED to be a true copy of an entry in the certified copy of a register of Marriages in the Registration District of Taunton

Given at the GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE, under the Seal of the said Office, the 10th day of January 2024 ’

MXJ 808331

CAUTION: THERE ARE OFFENCES RELATING TO FALSIFYING OR ALTERING A CERTIFICATE AND USING OR POSSESSING A
FALSE CERTIFICATE. © CROWN COPYRIGHT

. WARNING: A _CERTIEICATE IS NOT _EVIDENCE _OE IDENTITV.
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QBDAB 675617

Application Number 10732269-1

CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY

4 E U
. DEATH LT e
| Rogistration qifnfm CLARO Administrative area ;

: County of North Yorkshir

: Sub-district .4 CTARO

1. Date and place of death

Twenty fifth November 1980
Harrogate General Hospital, Harrogate

2. Name and surname 3. Sex Male
Walter Robert HOOPER 4. Maiden surname
of women who 5
has

6, Date and place of birth hth duly 1892

Buckland St. Mary, Somerset

6. Occupation and usual address
Council Worker (rotired) e

% Windsor Lane, Knaresborough, Norith Yorks.

7 (a) Name and surname of informant (b) Qualificetion causing the bod}yA _
Dorothy Mary LINDEN Lo be cremated ;i

(o) :Unus{ adcréns % Windsor Lane, Knaresborough

8. Cause of death

Ischaemic leart Disease

Certified by J. Miles Coverdale, Coroner for Claro
District, after Post Mortem without Inguest.

AS. | certify that the particulars

given by me abovo are true to D. M. Linden S‘Ia‘naturq iy
the best of my ledge and belief. of
10. Dote of reglstration 11. Slgnatura of reqlstrar
Twenty seventh November 1660 J. Richnrdson, Reristrar

CERTIFIED to be a true copy of an entry in the certified copy of* a register of Births, Still-births
or Deaths in the District above mentioned. Given at the GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE, under
the Seal of the said Office on 20th February 2020
*If the Certificate is given from the original Register, the words "the certified copy of" are struck out.
CAUTION: THERE ARE OFFENCES RELATING TO FALSIFYING OR ALTERING A CERTIFICATE
AND USING OR POSSESSING A FALSE CERTIFICATE. @ CROWN COPYRIGHT
WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY.
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