FREDERICK MATTRAVERS
PRIVATE 5339/20234/1491, 1/5 &1/4 SOMERSET LIGHT INFANTRY
OR
PRIVATE 3/8334 DORSET REGIMENT
5 DECEMBER 1878-1951

Fred Mattravers was born on 5 December 1878, the only son of Peter and Elizabeth; at the time of
the 1881 census they were living in Dowlish Wake, Peter working as an agricultural labourer, and
Elizabeth as a Dairywoman. Fred was baptized in Broadway on 9 March 1879, the Vicar getting in a
muddle and recording his mother as Emma. By 1891 they were in BSM at Alls’” Well Cottage, on the
edge of the hamlet of Blackwater, at the end of Rackley Lane. Peter was then a farmer and carrier.
From the children’s birthplaces it appears they moved about quite often — Broadway, North
Petherton and BSM, which was Elizabeth’s own birthplace. We don’t know when Fred first went to
BSM School, but he left on 1 August 1890, his schooldays no doubt over —in the 1891 census he’s
described simply as ‘Farmer’s son’.

In 1901 they were still at Hallswell (the name changed it’s said to dissuade outsiders from helping
themselves to the water supply); Fred was the only child still at home, working as an Estate
Labourer. Whose estate? We don’t know. On 1 November 1910 Fred married Bessie Chown in
Norton Fitzwarren, but they returned to BSM to live; in 1911 they were at Marl Pitt Cottage,
Blackwater, Fred working as a self-employed Road Contractor. In 1912 their daughter Mary was
born; she was christened in BSM on 5 January 1913.

After this succession of easily verifiable records, matters become more complicated when checking
Fred’s war service. He may have served with the Dorset Regiment, enlisting early and reaching the
Western Front on 13 May 1915; he was discharged into Class Z on 14 February 1919 — these facts are
clear from his MRIC.

Alternatively, he may have served with the SLI 1/5™ or 1/4t™ Battalions. They served in India and the
Middle East. If this was the case he also served with the Territorial Force (the predecessor to the
Territorial Army) and received the Territorial Forces Medal. If this is so he was disembodied on 4
June 1919. We don’t know in this case when he joined up; his low regimental number (5339) may
simply refer to his membership of the Territorial Force, not to early enlistment.

By 1939 Fred and family had moved away to Roundham, near Crewkerne, at Lodge Farm Cottage,
Fred still working as a farm labourer. He died early in 1951, his death registered in Taunton.
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